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PREFACE 

Thie ork i s an a t temp to preserve the r cord of 

one of a number of ~reat reli ious schools which have 

contributed much to the cultural . educational , and 

reliP.ious foundations or the Americcan nation . It pur

poses to give an oeoount of the heroic stru~{';le of an 

institution that was founded upon the faith of n .fe\'i 

visionary rnen who saw the opportunites and needs of a 

vast and untrained roeervior of ~ankind . 

It delineatca a ~pir1tual landmark in Clarke Col

le e that has rown into tbe ay bol of a mighty ove

ment to brin n ' nto a closer relationship with his 

God . Th sacrifices. priv tions , and untirinp, so l 

of the courageous m n and women mo fought to koep 

"Vissiesippi ' s most unusual achool" alive are treated 

onl in abrid d detail . 

This thesia grew out of an id a athered from con

versation with Profe aor • J . Halll.'tond of Texas Chri t 

ian University on the value of uncerthin and making 

ponnanent the historical data of our own deno inatjonal 

colleg s in lunorica . Two se rs of 1ork os instructor 

1n Clarke Colle e 1·evealed to t.he writer its spiritual 

power and intellectual integrity , and served int 



sify t he desire toward the study and writin of its O\m 

history . Th f fort ~as further cceler ated by the 

revor nc t t o man patr on of the wchool held for 

i ts f ound r , R v . N. L. Clarke of Nert.on , issiesippi . 

oat o~ all , ow ver . the wor of the instit ution its lf 

1.n tra·n1n 1nist rs and loymcn to b co adequate 

serv nt s i n today's world n cd furnish d t he basic dy

namic for this paper . 

Thi at rial wa& dra~m froo streamn of lif e dir ct ly 

intertwin d with that of Clark Colle e . The denomina

tional pap rs , local news pers , i nut a of tho various 

associetione i n ·1 siseippi , coll annual s , and private 

nots prove valuable donors to this tud~ . It was a 

tlered throu h loans fro l ibrar ies , oho ls , and private 

indiv duals . Fri nds of Clarke Colle voluntaril of-

rered th ir s rvic in h l pinv loc t it and articles 

of historical valu • 

Tho Clarke Colle~o Catalo~t a . t he Cl rke C 11 . the 

valuati v Com:nittce R nort. · , .JL ~. and 1scell -

neou collection of d ta on ~ne ochool m y be found in 

the Clarke .olle o libr ry , I e ort.on , ii sissippi. 

Th ass ociational pa phlet uch ns th inutes 2f 



minut a of Hewt.on County B pt'st Association , Ba Sprin s . 

and t . Pis ah A socintion are held in tho private li

brary or • J . ·c ullon , ewton t ississippi. 

The inutos Qf ~ iosi~sippi Bantist Convention and 

the new Or·leana liaptiet Theolo ical Seminary, t:et1 Orlear~ , 

Louisiana. Th remainder of the mat rial is found in the 

Library of the Depart ent of rchives and History , .Jackson, 

·1esiaeippi. 

owhare did the \Ork ~eek to ~crifice the authenti-

city of the factu l element for the purpos of colorful 

or conveniont p se tation . somewh t raphic history 

of tha in5titut1on wns attompted in thP. li ht of the evi-

dances at hand . 11 known ~ource mat ri 1 wgs canvassed 

in a e.ffort to f ocus the ligh or historical illu !na

tion u on the uork , personolitios , and contributions of 

"~ iss1 rssip i 'a most unusual school . " 



CHAPTER I 

DIRTH U ARL Y ARS 

Out of t he anrl y twentieth centur y ther e omer ed 

Clarke emorial College t·nown o "Mi sis ippi ' s coat 
-

unsual school . tt Tr is institution was a crystaJ._ izat1on 

and portrayal of t he hopes and a mbitions of few reli-

ious pioneers of the time . lts foundat ion and roots 

were laid d ep in t.he pro r asive , intell ectual , and 

spirituaL awakeni ng that had reach d into th rural end 

agricultural s ctions of a then nckwnrd and somewhat 

illiterate state. Although the school be an as a r e

flection of its own a~e , it beca~e the r l octor of 

future times and evento t hat lay out in the distance . 

Its pro~reos and cowth w r e never cataclysmi c but fol-

lowed the channels o f a more sound volutionory cour se . 

verthel ~ss , Clar' e Colle e was an ans er o very defi

nite and pr ssing needs . 

In 1907 , "there were onlJ four Baptist collc es in the 

state . nl They war overcrowded with the lar e intake 

1" Education ally Lar el} Attended . " ~ Newton ecord , 
October 17 , 1907; p. 1. 



or stud nts . 11 of th were in di re need of added 

apace and or faculty ~ b rs . Bl ue ountain Colle~e 

w an xa pl of this xtre~ con est n . "There had 

b n en thousnnd Dplicationn for dmi s ion to Bl uo 

~unt in rnol ~ollege wh n only four hundred could e 

tak n care of ."2 

7.. 
~ • • p . 1 . 

If this condition xiated in n ral over the cntir 

stat , it wn~ ev n o e critical in st Lissi sippt . 

This t ct Wi'.lS iven apt su ary in the minutes of the 

G ner l 1ssociat' n for 1907 . 

"This ncction 1 worthy of our ffiost earnest con idera

tion . Tho t rritory , of Which the chool is in the midst , 

contains 27 opt' st asnociations with a total of nearly 

7) . 000 B ptists. "3 

lthou t h se i ur s # re v ven thr e ears aft r 

the establishment of t h colle e , the were not r tly 

differ nt from those t th ti of its foundation . 

2 



n peo 1 w r w cn1n to th t t t llit r -

c· er nt. c o ~ic • h opinion£ w r 

no 1.n itt n rticl d one l l' • Th foll -

1.n t t nt t row f 0 11 t on t t inkin of this 

r • 

chac "l the 
OUl" ~forts . 

to 

~" ducation lly , loc . ~it., p. l. 

ffort nd d n 

r d c . h y re continuous 

nt ry nd 

n ral in th lr 

haract r nd co • hri ti n ducntion I ld pl c 

o:f r ount 1 por nc on o t d no in ti l p~o~ • 

ow v r , n rticul r e tin~ held t Elu ount in 

t th h rtu ot n· af1r !th 61.r for nchool . 

cription of tnat et n,, fol low 

Octob r 12 , 1922, P! ;o. 

3 



' . B. ('I sin , mini st r , t en c di tor or is-

sl ni Baptist , "' e res nt i tho audience . to was so 

ravora l y · pr s d by the a al hat at th clos of 

the et 1 n he sked tho t the D p ech be pu\ 11 shed . 

t t ov t S m:iinrt b ca odvocat of B pti t 

school in st 1'~1 si esippi . 

om 

Lat r t t ar , th death of • L. Clarke , 1n1ster, 

furt er st rr d tl de ir for a Baptist Colle e . This 

mnn had l ft a deep i preseio1 in ch harts of rcli 1ous 

po pl of thi area . The followin is a brieC index to 

hio ftouitf 1 lif • "He as om i th st te of Iorth 

Carolina i hat • s Burk .ounty , now Caldw 11 C unty , 

on th t rs of th C towa !.iv r , th v nth dny of 

February , 1812 . H was baptized at nainesville o June 

10 . l 38. 6 He w s ord ' nnd April , 1841. · s first pas-

6 Th Person 1 Lif of N. L. Clarke , " Trncv Gallaonv 
______ , Article 1 . 

toral or .. t b un at this tice in wton , per , and 

shoba 6ountie • 

" :r . l rke pent ellr and a h lf uri P' th Civil 

~ ar , l 61- 1865 , ns issionary '1th the Conf'ed rat rmy 

in the i ld, nd beaan hin 11 or· a ain in l 66 . 7 

epte b r 13 , 1906 , p . l . 



1 69 he wna called as pastor to th ylv rcna church in 

1th County , fifty miles from hi home . also served 

as pastor of both ecet ur and wt on ptist church e . 

rin hi ministry , "he r ceive 2 , 500 convert s L'l

to th church; h d ndm · n ist.er d the riteo of b ptism to 

more than 1600 people . "8 H stoo1 at the bod of more than 

500 duri n their deaths . He or ani zed tw nt y- five churches 

in one as ociati on . e wns present t th orgudizat i on of 

the neneral A ociation of 

He as oderator of 

ul r Baptists of ississippi . 

t . Pis~ah Aseociat'on for 

fif t y- fo years . Three thousand rria e cer e. on1es and 

almo t thr ee thouDand funerals we c perfor m d d r in his 

min ~ stry . e died i September , 1906 . 

Th pendulum of tl•ou~ht had swun :tn ho direction of 

denom'nati nal education und r the l ad ro i p of such en 

as t • L. Clarke . It w s lar ely through his efforts that 

ast ':is i s ip i Baptist s beca e con cious of th ir ne0 ds 

and their esponsibilities as a d nomination . Ho ov r . i t 

wa not ntil his deat n 1906 , that the wor of hi s life 

culmi ate in the timulation of a ove nt for the stab

lish ent of a B~ptist college . 
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Then the movement for th entablinhment of e denomi -

national collc c slowl gained m entum. ha t . Pis~nh 

Baptist I sociation went on record as dceir in the estab

lishment of such an institution . he r er::olution it passed 

read as foll ws: "~e aleo recom nd thet this a sociation 

in cooperation w th the Bay Spri ngs Association memorialize 

t e Cl neral Aosociation to take up this at er ut onco , this 

scho l to be built in memory of the sainted • L. Clarke . "9 

9 t . Pisgah Ant ·~~ Association, N wton , 'issisr.ip~4 , 
Sept m'ber !6 , 19(: 7 • o. 12 . · 

Th nan ral AsAOCiation of ula r aptista of i ssis-

ippi took up tho chal len-rre . A s er of rallies wer eld 

in the interest of ducation . The first e tinr, was lold 

at the F rst B ptist Church of ewton , insisaippi . s . B. 

Culpepper, 1~~stor of the church; prea·dod . e was ass·sted 

by • n. s nsi ' another min'ator, ~na ~rofessor J . a. 
Hardy . Tremendous 1ntereet was manifested aa sh wn by the 

followin~ report: nAll denomlnations joined in the mov -

men . , no serv ces be in held a any of the other church ell • 

which w e n indication of' the inter st mnnif ested in a 

wort y eauoe . " 10 

l & "Edu ation Hally , ' !2£.• ill·, p . 1 . 
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Th1s rall was followed by other si n:. i cant steps. 

T. J . ile· was chosen as c airrr.an or th a~se bly and 

• B . nsin T aa secretary . 

The chairman announc d he eneral aptiat Associa
tion had unan:mously pa ssed a r solution providin 
that tle instit ution b e stablished , and t at com
mittees had been appointed to car out the wor k , 
via: one to locat the colle e , one to solicit con
tr'butio ·s , a buildin committee , and t r uate a of 
the cho~l hed been named . l l 

llncitizena eetin In Interest of Colle 
s cord • Octob r 31 , 1907, P• 1. 

The New-- -
The a com 'tte g w re composed of two m n r~ ch 

of the followin,., coun i .,. . 
" . •. ewton , .... co eshoba , asp r , 

and m h , nd one each from Jon and reene Counties. 

Twelve trustee i'lere likew se appointed nd npporti ned 

alon the same line . 

pee fi e inetructions were ven to the committee for 

choos1n th sit of t colle he e inclu s c 

tl n 9 a~ h alth , ACCGS«' .-\, ' li t • f inancial backl n , and 

futur ossibilitics and welfar of the inst i tution . 

ewton mad · a ·reat effort to sec re the scho 1 . The 

local pa'!)er took up th e; neral c ant . n ewton see r' to 

hav a l the nat 1 advanta e , b sid "5 b in t c ho n 0£ 

the everen r . Clar ke , which ould be one of the r• asons 



£or it b in appropriate that th <! oJl. le e come here . "12 

12 ~., p . 1 

Th e tmm of r ewton appoint ca coo ittee to r ise 

fund for the b ilding of th collc e . "The co i t tee 

na ed for th s ork con ist~d of 0
• B. Culpe per , G. H. 

cl cill , H. C. • jure , and J . A •. cffaven . nl3 Another 

13 Ibi • • p . 1 . 

8 

committ e wa appointed to take core of a buil 'nr. oite . 

It uao composed of J . C. '-<!Clinton , • B. Crosby, and 

c. B. Hoye. 

The towno that desired to compete for the coller::e 

were iven one month to d cide o the offer~ to be ma~ • 

Final action wa~ to take place one ~ont from the 29th of 

October , 1907. 

This announcement precipit te sharp rivalry among 

t e r.ei hborin,,. towns for the coll e . Insomuc aa its 

final location w a to e lca~ed 0 the fact or the cest 

inducem nts pre:>ented, many worthy off'erin o wore raised 

by e ch ~roup . The final induce ents follow. 
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Bay Sprin~s offer d 15 ,000. 00 and 100 acres of land. 
r•ewton offered 35 ,000. 00 , a 40 acre site , 50 schol r 
ships and free \ ter for five y ar • Philad lphio 
~ade a verhnl offer of 20 ,000. 00 and 20 acres of 
land . rtringer propo~ed to ive e6 ,ooo.oo, a cite, 
and 500 acr or land .

1 
Sum: erland offered 14 , 500. 00 

and 677 acres of land. 4 

14 1hQ Eaotist ecor~, ece ber 5, 1907, ~ . l . 

A v orous campai ft a c rried on by cnch of the six 

comp tin towns or the purpose of locating Clarke College 

Yit in their c:l:ty limits . The final d cision was made at 

Bay Spri n s, iC'.leissipJii 1 ' v the local corr. itt e and t.he 

Beneral committc • 

Uewton , .assissi pi , was the :.ite sol cte for the 

school . T is a rcement \fa reached only aftor a \arm ar u

ment . Dur1n the discuss ion , worthwhile pl ow re of.fer d 

by each town . 

ay ('.Opri ~s or.:.ginat.ed a 6Cheme to down Newton by 
first endeavorine to f1' t the com ttee to decide that 
the center of the alsociationnl territory w0 a south 
of the labamn and Vicksbur railroad and vote for 
the col le e t~5 e locutod at a po· nt so m.here south 
of that line . -

l5ttNe ton Succeed In Getting The College, " !!:!!!. r.e ton 
Recor , ovember 28 , 1907 , p. 1 . 

The proposition failed to carry by a cnall vote . 
had •ained tbs victory. 

e ton 
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This town of fared a very desirable location for such 

a school . er it sitG astrid the trate ic pot ihere 

the li.labama and ~icksbur railroad crosses th obile and 

Chicago railro d ich ay bctl'r en th Tennessee line and the 

ul£ of 'exico . 

Tho town is also located in o healthful district . The 

following excerpt uas published by a Clarke College cuppor-

ter. 

The to~ \c hil"")l , several hundred f eet above the level 
of the soa , ·nd the health of t he county i almoot un
nurpass • he college cnmpus consists of f i£ty- five 
acrae o f well e el ected and ' ell drained land . t 1 oat 
every strr-ngor who h s visite • the round e c. 1co the 
buildinra havo been eroctcd has beon beard to exclaim, 
"God ade thi place for l.l colle e . nl6 

, r _bi!!•, p . l . 

fho town offered a a plendid spiritunl backeround with 

four churches. h n , too, there was th fact of a har dy 

and nerl"etic ?rot E ant constituency . !any denominations , 

other than Baptists , were located ! this area and were to 

feed tl. colleGe with both students and mat.rial backing. 

h e cting of the b ildin~ committee or Clarke Collo o 

wa held Apr:S l 16 • 190 ' • "'or t h9 purpose of letting con

tr cts for the construct·on of new b1iloings. 
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Nine contractors submitted bids ran · ~ in price from 
16, 500. 00 to 27 ,000. 00 . The latter bid w s de 
by T. P. ·1ndham or orton . Th lowest bid as pre
ented b · rman ond Haye of Nemon . 16 , 500 was 

the fi ure named for doi.n tbe work . Tt.i s bid won the 
contract for ·onnan d aye . 17 

17 "Contract to to Erect Hew B ildin·s Awarded ," 
Record . pril 16 , 190$, p. l . 

The f\ owt.f>n ----
they 1 ediately av a ~ ,000 . 00 bond es a unrantee 

of their parformin the con truction ccordin to specifi-

c tions . uch stres~ was placed on the im odiata construe-

tion of adequate bui.ldin s . l.ork was to begin as soon ns 

materials could be ob ined . The goal s ~o complete them 

and v th in readin ss ior occupation b. ~ ptemb ~ , 1908. 

hree ildin wer to b erected . hey ncluae a 

chapel nd two dormitories . h chapel nd the c orm1tory 

for boys w re to be two atorie in hei ht . At the end of 

the first seosion the chap l as to be convorv d into a 

girls indu trial ho • A ermancnt str cture w s to be 

erect d in its stead . 

Formal plans 1ere laid for the op rdn of 1,;lar'·e Col

le e on Octob 2· 1, 190S. People came fro all of the our-

roundinp; count to attend th celebration . he e ·ton 

Public cho ls were ism·ssed for the occasion . A l.Brge 
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portrait of the late N. L. Clcrke hun on the wall . 

People began gat herinr; in Ne ton the day prev ous 
and wh n the hour f or exercises arriv d , it was o~
serv d that perh.'.lpo the larg st crowd that v r . .;...; .
bled in fol.ton at a public gathcr i nci; was on hand . 
People wore here fro all ove1• ewton County • from 
tleshoba , Lauderdale , J sper , Smith, . cott, Ranki n, 
Jones, nd perhaps other coJnticw, and i t is con
sel'va.tively oseimated that tber were 2500 people on 
the college rounds . The larg uditor.i.u t the 
chnp 1 was acked and hundreds of people cou ~ not 
even et in ide . he citizens of ewton turned out 
en mar-ee , the g r ded echo 1 , over 300 atronr; , was 
dismiss d for the day , and t e business houses w re 
all closed for the occasion , and the busineso par of 
th city s e d ola~st desertcd . 18 

18 Clarke •emorial Coll e is Op ... ned . " ~ ~ev.ton 
Record• October l , 1906 , p. 1. 

?''anu eddr sses were brou(l.'.ht by cveral peakor3 . 

Included on" th se ' e S notor n. • Banks ; H. R. ol-

co b , p stor of the 1rst Baptist Chuuch, Laurel ; T. J . 

l 'ley of t cwton , iso1ssipp1; John L. Johnson of Clinton , 

· 1 sissippi; nd T. J . 1-! oor of the Bay Sprin s aptiet 

Church . ost of t hem eulogiz d educational effort and 

esp ciall thut of Clarke Col leee. 

The e bers of the board of t rustees elected S . B. 

Culpepper es r oident of Clarke Colle e . The faculty 

e bers w than chosen. 



\ . 
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lJ 
The following teachers were chosen: • E. u nsing 1 
~ e ton; • .J . Shoemaker, v Sprin 6; • L. c?!ullan , 
assistant to 4 '1 presider. r.; r. M. ea th rs by , Besse
mer , Alabanf , !story an~ l~t r ature; Ada Sumrall , 
cum it , pr .., r tory department ; and Minni • Austin 
of li csis~sippi . 19 

19 .!£!2.' p . 1. 

After the day of celeb:r·ation the s chool be an its 

first session. "The school op£.:ned as announced as ' Clarke 

emorial Colle"o , ' with the b\ildi n s r~ad for occupancy , 

and th nrollm nt the first session reaching the sur r.isine 

fi ure of 104. '20 r. new school as born into the Bap-

20 J . L. Bor.d , Sr . , "History of Clarke Colle e , u !h!! 
Baot st ecord , A•a.rch 11 , 1948, p . S. 

tiat f'ru:iil • 

The rly days of Clarke CoJ.le"e were to b dor' oned 

by clouds of dis stcr that h{lvc pl ucd her through the 

years . rfhe first of these ' i ·fortune to stril'e ·~as the 

fire which destroyed the boys dormitory Janu ry 13, 1909. 

The fo llo •ing art'cle PCOrd : 

Shortly &fter the noon hour of esterda , 11 e the 
student.a were at dinner i n the din~.nr, room of the 
irls dormitory , fire brok out in h bo dormitory 

of Clarke ~emorial Colle e . h n discovered , flames 



, 
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were bursting through the roof of the building. The 
firemen responded to the alarm , but in!"omuch as the 
nearest fireplu was on Scanlon StPeet , some 1500 
or 2 000 feet from th urnin building , they w !'e 
unabi e to reach t he fire with only 1 ,000 feet of fire 
hos • 21 

21 "Disastrous Blaz at Clarke Colle ~e , " 
Record, January 14, 1909, p. 1 

The l wton - __ ........,. 
Practical l~ all of the furn ure was lost . ·ost of 

the inmates had their possessions de tro ed . As a reoult 

the students w re oved to other tempo ary quart rs . There 

were not enou buildin~s on the campus to provede space 

for t e class s . App ale were made to the town or Newton 

for assiPtance . As a result Clar .e Colle e was granted 

the usage of the local B ptist Church building and the 

ewtor. Hieh chool auditoriu • 

President ulpe per announced immediate plans for 

rebui ldin the ormitory . This was made possible by 

adequa e insurance which was carri d on the s::.ructure . 

The new buildin"' 'fi!as to be composed of btick. 

In no w1 e did the fire dampen the spirit of the 

teacher~ of the school . The surrounding Baptiot aaeoci-

ations ralli to the rescue . Appeals wer made at each 
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associational meet in • The followin i s typical : "\Je 

recommend above all our own Clarke T"emorial Col lege ond 

urge boys and irlf" to att.end sa. e . n22 

22pt,fnutes of ~ 1't. Pisrrah R.!iptist Association , 
September9- 2l , !'908, Newton , ississ i ppi , p. 13 . 

The report further added , nwe feel rateful to God 

f'or the work that has alread bean done in the ovement . n23 

2 3 !JU:.!!. 

The ~eneral Associ&at ion also spoke for the school 

in its second r ort . It related how the enrolm nt had 

rown fro. less than one hund ed stud nt to one hundred 

and forty- eight students . It told of th rebuild~1g of 

the boys dormitory nd the ad ition of furnish""' in a and 

i prove ents . 

I n speakiri P'. of th: needs of the poorer tudent s the 

re ort wa~ specific . 

e find amoncr the students who come to c olle e a 
ROOdl nu ber of them are p eacher who hav just 
started in life and are tryin to prepare . hese , 
for the most part , are po r bo s nd d help , 
and the colle e is not a~le financially to p;ive 
them the hel they need . 4 

24 rinutes of the General ssociation of ~P' lar 
B p tista .Qf __:_ss sBrnDr; October 27, 1909, pp:-16-17 



A further appeal wa made forthe building of cot 

ta"es for ministerial students . Al o · tasked for more 

room and for more oney to pav the colle e debts . 

The Bay ~prin s ssociation , in its annual report 

of 1909, likewise spoke for Clarke Colle eli ioue 

bcncfito and elm ch advanta es were mentioned . It fur

ther state , 'that the institution has rec ntly taken 

on mi a ricultural apartment , in whiibh mone less boys 

may be aided . "25 

25 inutes of B~v Sorin~s s~ociation , Sep mber 15 , 
16 , 17 t 1909, p . ,- -

On June 17 , 1909 , the Board of Trustees of Clarke 

"n orial Coll rre held a ceetin forthc purpose of elect. -

in new me bers and transactin other business . The ses-

sion owas opened with a resume of the scho l ' s needs and 

plans. n report of the Dresidcnt showed that he had col-

lected in subscriptions durin the past • ar amounts to 

t£,2 , 473 . 75 . This includ d cash paid and also over 

eio , 000. 00 in life insurancc . n26 

26 "Colle,...e Faculty Is amed for Next Ter , " 
Newton Record , J ,,ne 17, 1909, p . 1 . 

The -
In lddition , the buildin committee reported that 

16 



the contract for th boys dormitor y had been l ot to 

Wedgeworth Contractors for 4,062.00. The college was 

t)o furnish the brick. 

The followin~ faculty was elected forfho ensuing 

year: H. ·~ . 'eathersby , vice president and professor of' 

Greek an~:za tha atics: M. P. Bush , of Laurel , chair of 

mathe~atics and science; Daisy Lines , department of Eng

lish and history; S . F. Parkinson , of Coffeeville , prin-

" ci pal of primary department; Ada Sumrall , assistant in 

p i mary department; rinnie Austin , mu.ic depart .. ent ; 

J . ~ . ~u"hinp, 1 of Da•ton , v· r ginia, voice and clarinet ; 

Mrs . H. •. ~'-'othersby , expression. 

The board d cided to stablish an aericultur'!l and 

industriol department to tho college; the president antl 

L. r. . r.at.es , membor of the board , were ap ointed as a 

com it ee to make arrangements for the purchase of a 

farm and the equipping it for the purpose. It was ex

pected to ave this d epartment in operation durin the 

noltt. term. 

The college began its second term iwt hieh hopes . 

~resident Cuipe pper was ver r optimi~t1.c in his welcome 

to thi=o incomin..,. students . "He \ies rejoiced at the flat 

terin~ outlook ro~ th colle~e. He .aid tha a 20 club 

17 



was organized at the close of last session with tt e view 

of enrollin~ that many students this year . 0 27 

27 " Clarke Collefl'e Oo ns fi0con,, Annual Term , " 
Vewton Record, Septe ber 16, 1909, p. 1 . 

This was the formative period of the school. 

The -
It was 

the ti e or either a ~radual er owth or a rapid ccline . 

The Baptist of r.uaaiseip i wore watchinr, ,larke Colle e 

with sympathetic yet care ul eyes . The school was to 

meet the test in numbe~s and spirit, but chronic finan

cial trouble hanuted her perennially. 

In 1910, at the be~innin~ of the t ird sess·on of 

school the enrollm nt was almost two hundred students . 

Yet , an om nous warnin"' wasp; ·ven by the oard oft rus-

tees of that school . It waa as follows: 

e av subscriptions that are d c us on ove ber 
1st of this year a proximat ly a o ntin~ to ten 
thousand dollar • This subscription w o tak n on 
the five year lan. hen the e is 2 ,100. 00 due 
on last vear's notes that can be collected now 
witho t trouble . e then have 2 , 200. 00 due on 
6ubecr1ptions which h ve been tak n this year . 28 

28 ' . nut es of' the General AOSO"'. c io \Jr e~ular 
Baotists .Q.[ issISsi"70i , October 2t , i' lO , p . 24. 

18 
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An appeal was then made for the friends of the 

sc ool to make ood their promises . n ut brethren, we 

need what you are due us; w hav an obli ation to meet . "29 

29 lli!!· 

They further claimea that the mone was absolutel y neces

sary to erase the indebt dness of Clarke . 

At a mcetin~ of the board of trustees of Clarke Col 

lege in 1911 , a COIIllLittec was a ointed to meet with a 

like committee fro Mississippi College . They were to 

coordinate the zork of the two institutions . 

They e phaJi4 d he abro arion of differences between 

these sister coller,es . They state their objectives as 

consistin of th9 desire to educate B ptist men and women. 

Also ~he cour e were to be arran ed to coordinate their 

curriculum . The ar.reement stated , 

That a sub-com :ittee consisting of J . L. Johnson and 
•• P. Bush be ap ointe to look into the adjustment 
of the curriculum of the two coll es; that the one 
will matriculate w"th the other in such a way that 
the ju i or ccurses of l iasissippi Colle e shall be-
in where t 0e senior course of Clarke re .orial Col 

le e ends.J 

.30 "Colle e AgreemPnt , " !!'.!!. lfo ton Record , July 6 , 
1911 , P• 7. 
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In addition , the school offered a un:que syste of 

entranc for students . "It ia so arranged as to enter 

st dents as l ow as the eighth grade and carry them through 

six y ars of preparatory an coll g0 ~ ork , co pletin~ 

couraes lea inr, to t he B. • and B. s . degrees ." 31 

31 "Clarke emorial Colle~e , " The Baotist Reco~ , 
July 11 , 1912, p. a. 

s. B. Culpepper resil"lled in 1912 , to o furth r study . 

He was succeeded by L. O. Gaten of Laurel , Mississip i . 

It had loner been the desire of • B. Culpepper to 
fit hims l r for more advanced educational work and 
at the la st meeting of the board of trustees he ten
dered his resip,nation that he ci"ht pursue a course 
of study at Daylor University . This i ntent i on had 
been made known for eever~l months prev1ou~ and w s 
pres nte as final . The resi r-na in was ace ptt d , 
and L. G. Gates of Laurel , f ississippi , unanirno1 rly 
chosen president . Thernany fri ods of the c ollep:e 
regret to see Pr e idont ulpeppe r leave the work , 
for he has done h~s part well , but look with ope to 
the time when he will b able to do a preater work . 

The electio~ of Rev . L. G. Gates i s receivea with 
much satisfaction . Brother Gates has been a me. ber 
of the board 6or t ce years and very greatly in
terested in the institution . T is new relation means 
m ch ~ood to the college and in a more pronounced way 
than ever before Clarke ~emorial Colle~e shall meet 
the need for whi h it i s created . 32 
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The school year of 1913 opened with N• R. tone and 

• P; Bush servin m co- presidents of Clarke Colle e . 

l vertheless. they resi ned before the co pl tion of the 

session . The board oft rustees immediately l ecbed E. 

Godbold of Louisiana , to the position. He decline the 

presidency 1 and the board l cted r.~ . o. Patterson to serve 

in this capacity . 

At this time , • o. Pat terson was en aged :n a meetin 

at Wayn sboro, ''iseiseippi . 1hen summoned before the board 

of trustees he consented to serve as President of Clarke 

College . Alr ef sumrr~ry of his life in 1913 follows : 

He is a ,;raduate of r'ississip i College and also of 
the ~outhern Baptist heolop,· cal Seminary , which in
stitut on conferred the de r ec of doctor of divini t y 
upon i m shortly before he enter ad upon is work as 
pastor of the church here . rior to t hat he had ser
ved as pastor of one of the Jackson churches for 
sev ral y ars . o is one 0£ the state'o 1 a dinr, 
cler . en , of scholarly att inments , and well equipped 
from every standpoint to serve the i stitution in an 
efficient and proficient manner . e i s h~ld in hi~h 
esteem by all n know him , and his man firends be
lieve that his sielection as the executive head of the 
colle e ar~ucs well for the future ~rowth of the 
youn educational institution . Patterson w·11 con
tinue to serve as pastor of t he Baptist church here . 33 

33 " Dr . • o. Pat terson To H ar Clarke Colla ge , " 
Newton Record , Aurrust 21 , 1913 , p . 1 . 

The -
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Perhaps the rapid turnover of presidents reflected 

in so om asure the uncertain conditions xist·n~ at 

Clar' ollc e . Te old G neral Aesoc:lt.ion assisted 

by o1ster osociations had rou~ht valiantly to keep the 

school afloat in the m·dst of the de r ssion and crop 

failure . The town of Newton. Mississippi, responded with 

reat effort . $ev ~al iftG w re made by her t o students 

and to the school . The fo llo in is an example of such 

effort : The people of Ne ton have sho~m new faith in the 

school by Gubser bin r cently 12,000.00 to help pay it 

out of debt . n34 

31+ "Clarke emorial Colle e ," ~ Baotist Acord , 
July 13 , 1 13, p . 4 . 

Hou v r, the.se ffortc u re not suffici nt to eep 

t e chool in adequate financial condition . Under the 

auspic s of the ~nernl aosociation , Clarke Colle e 

steadily increased ad eficit in her spcmdinP: . By 1913, 

a crisis d en reached that de anded im ediate atten-

tion . "At this time the colle e as encumbered with an 

indebtedness of JJ ,162. 40 pressin~ for settlement . ~35 

35 Jesse L. oyd, ~ Ponular H ~tor Q.£ issi~sinti 
Bantists , 5acbson, 1ississippi , 1930 , p. 227 . 
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And consequently , in ec b r , 1912 , the Board of Truste s 

of Clarke temorial Collee recommende that the school be 

tak n over by the ~ississippi Baptist tate Convention . 

On the 26th day or ece ber , 1912 , the presidents 

of ississippi o an ' s Coll pe and of Clarke Col le e , to

p:ether with a commit ee .froc their boards of trust s , 

appear d before a meetin~ of the isoon eld i ~ack-

on, 'iasissippi . The purpose of the eet1n was to 

ur"e action on their tw· n propor-itions for convention 

aid . "Both colle~ s were reque~ted to prepare and pre

oent ac one to the commisoi on a deta"lod , writ t en re

port , ivin the asset s and liab liti e of their rospec

colleces . " 36 The . eeting adjourned with the under-

36 "Report of ducation o~iseion , " 
aotist ..J:!!.t.2 Co vent· n , rove ber 12-14, 

standinr; that the oomciesion ~ould m t noxt in tewton , 

l ississippi . 

At it next meetin8 , the education co ission con

~lud d that if satisfactory arrangements were made , it 

~ ould sanction the a:c tanc of Clarke ei. orial Col lege 

as a denom·national school . 

At the ~ rch mee in~ of the coIIl.'!liesi n , t erefore , 
Clarke .cmorial ol le e was instructed to ascertain 
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whether or not the City of r1e ton ~ ould raise as 
much as 15,000. 00 tow· r d liquida inr the indebt~d
ness of Clarke emoria1

3
aollege, amountin to ap

proximately 33 ,000.00. t 

37 
~' ' P • 55. 

After r ceivinr, infor t ion that t. e citizens of the 

town of Newton and the tr st s of Clar~e rernoria l Colleae 

had pl dp,ed themselves to reduce the indebt dness of the 

school to the amount of 15, 000.00 , the commission recom

mended that the school e ace ted as a denominational 

j nior colle e. o ever , a oard of t ruste s 'us a ointed 

by tho sta e convention to serve when the con i tions laid 

down b. tho com ission were .ct. 

At a . ectinv in Columbia , t esissippi , in 1913 , Clarke 

Colle e • r. request to become a ocho 1 of the atute convcn-

tion was ranted. "Those were the days of the celebrated 

Clarke College quart tte . \lhile the mat~er was before t e 

convent ion for consideration , the quartette w s called 

for . 138 After it ha ven it son , the question was 

38 "History of Clarke Colle e , " The _filtt..Q!l R"cord , 
rovembcr 9 , 1922, p. l. 

put before the conventi n . That body voted to ~eceive the 

school into the me bershi of t e ·is issi i B~ptist 

Convention. 



CHAPTER II 

THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST COI1 VE TION TAKES 

CONTROL 

Duri ng the transfer of Clarke 'oll e to the 1s

sissippi Baptist Convention it was stipulate~ that the 

school retain onl! junior coll r· status. This elimi

nat d the conferr'ng of f 11 de rees . The followine 

ntate ent may clarify the procedure: "Bee.;innine; with 

the next session the old habit of ranting substitutions 

in the A. B. and B. s . deerees will be abolished , and a 

Ph . B. course w·11 take its place ."39 Clarke ad for er-

39 Charles D. Johnson , "Clarke College Notes , " 
B~otist ocord , pril 30 , 1914, p . 5. 

ly been a our year colleee . 

The -

The junior coll ge w s to serve as a denominational 

school uhibh fed the other Baptist collc~es with students . 

T is fact , along dth its sple did secondary d epartm nt , 

attracted many stud nts . It read ed both boys and ~irls 

who whould hnv otl erwise been den· d an ed cation. 

The advent of Clarke College into the fellowship 

and rivilOfjCS of ad nomin tional institution eave the 
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institution decided advanta es . It d definitely out-

ro't1n the sponsorship of the G neral Association of .e

lar aptists of 'issiasi 1 and er sister association 

of Bay Springs and it . Pt . Pis ah . ut even with th~s trans-

fer of ownership ther e still remained a 15 , 000 .00 in

debtedness with intere .. t . Therefore , it was neu.ecr::ary 

for the c nventio to m et this obligation . 

The Ed cavion Com ission waa duly em oimrcd with 

the authority i 1914 , to raise 100, 000 . 00 for the 

building ro ram at 'ississi pi o an ' s Collcee ond 

for the iquidatio of the Clarke Coll ~e indebtedness . 

The comm·ssion~ipulated that the camoaigr. should be 

under the direction of w. E. Farr. 

We are thoroughly conv need that Brother ~ . • Farr 
should remain in char e of the cam ai n and tha 
the campaign should b prosecuted un er his direction 
and under tho superv·s19n of the oecretary of the 
stato convention board . 4U 

40 issis iooi Bantist State Convent on , ~eventv
Seventh seas on , ovember 12 , 1915, ~. 53 . 

Twenty- five thousand dollars w s to co to Clarke 

Colle e ond cev nty- five thousand dol s as to be desi -

nated for ississippi oman ' e olle e . Dy Nov ber , 19!6, 

91 , 000. 00 had been reached i cash subscriptions . 
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Yet , much of the pledged money was not collected . 

Therefore , accruinri- interest on outstandinp: d bts and 

current op rating expenses prove a constant burden f or 

t h school unt'l it finall beca ea pr ·vnto i ati t ution . 

The spirit of t he to1hn of t et7ton , ississipp' , s ould 

never be for gotten. ran. t i me the citizens came to the 

financial rescue of t totteri.n col lef"e ' en all see ed 

lost . 11 f ississippi aptists should be r teful to the 

local Baptis t church and to the citizens of all er e ds 

and denomlimations i this town. 

Donations fro many r ivate sour ces ov r t e state 

proved of i nvalua le as istance . J. R. Buckwalter of 

Union , :i.ssissipni , furnishe funds to plac electr c 

1· hts in very r oom of t he dor ' tori s . e had been a 

r cent visitor at Clarke Colle At the nvitation of 

" t he ·f culty h was shown the grounds and build in s . ! e 

1ork of the instit ution ~as outlined bo him and its pro

~ram xplain d. This so favor a 1) i r essed hi that 
to the school . 

before leav·n~ o de his contributio AEkl.im ?Qoo:mo: 
He was also influenced by the fact that " every man and 
Mo an>.'WkllXhmbcXK!tIIBa.t!clxfx~.m:tx~J!li'l!'.NXX 
woman ~mo had ~raduated f ro the colle e had been a iOtllt:t.xi:cxa 

Chri tian . n41 

41 "True Friend ined by Clarke , " !h2 l'ewton Record , 
Doce ber 9 , 1915 , p. l . 
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Nevertheless , despite t ese efforts by manyrupporters , 

Clarke College remained a needy school . The faculty re

spond d to the challenr:e \'ith determination . The fo l lowing 

quotation froI!1 The Baotist Record sho\a the effort made by 

this roup. 

But n ver hav I known of n more heroic , aelf- sacri
f1cin set of men and \omen than those mo compose 
the faculty 0£ Clarke College . ince Christ as one 
member has been makin~ a cl an cont ribution of 

50. 00 per mont h ot the college . not er , 40. 00 
er month, two oth~re , 90. 00 and still another , 
160. 00 per onth.4~ 

42 W. ~ . Bartich, "Clar! e r emorial College , " 
n~otlst Record , f arch 18 , 1915, P• 3. 

This is only p rt of t he picture . Dnr. n" the 

The -

100,000.00 dr ive for Clarke Colle a nd :iss'ssip 1 

~oman ' s Colle e the r esponse of the school was unusual . 

The fhculty and students r;ave 2 , 400. 00. The senior 

clas~ ~ove 900. 00. 

At times h\ll!lor became m~xed wit athoc urinr this 

era of r·nanciai insecurity . The :rto ran"ed from l orses 

to bales of cotton. 1 . o. Patterson , under the title , 

"Buy a Bale , " offer ed to admit atud nts who could ft.rnif:h 

two ale~ of cotton. 
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The propoaition , stated simpl , is ever y tudent 
who ntera urin"' the abov time, he or she will 
have the opportunity of placinri; tuo bales of cot
ton at 100.00, or one~bale at 55 . 00 on expen
ses for thie session .4~ 

L.,) M. o. Patt erson, "Clarke emorial allege ," !!!.£ 
BAntist Record, September 21., , 1914, p. 5 

rl addit ion to this aid , Clarke Colle e received 

conzidera le hel f m the conve tion wh·ah met in the 

chapel of the o an's olleBo, :ovember 18, 1915 . The 

principal pur ose of this m eting consisted pri arily 

or reports r lated to r.l!'issiasipp1 Baptist ocudational 

interests . uch men as • • Whittington of Greenwood, 

"ississipp · , and J . W. Prov in raised the committee !Tho 

worked on the 100,000.00 campaign. 

"The speakers of the ovoning , after a cson3 from the 

Clar :o Coller; uartett , \iJere • H. hittington , M. O. 

atterson, • E. Farr, • A. Venable, and Bryan Simmons. "44 

44 "Baptist Convention id Clarke Collo v , n 
~ R cord , ovember 18, 1915 , p. 1. 

The t ew-- -

Befor e adjournment later tha t ni~ht , 2 ,075 . 00 uas raised 

in induntrial ubscr"ptions ~or Clarke Colle~e . This money 
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was to be used to pay t achers ' salari s for the r ~aindor 

of the acssi n . In additi n to this , the convent! n assumed 

all indebtedness of the institu ion made r.inc e it took cc -

trol o Clarke College . 

In -ar ch , 1915 , ". o. atter son resifllled as resid nt 

of Clar e College. e was s c·eeded by R • • Venable , 

Clinton, "'ississippi , on i structor on the re ular faculty . 

Venable hod served as president of ~ississi pi Colle~e . 

e wa also instructor wn t e chair of Bible at Clar e 

College . lf't.er ~ ervin~ one ter he resi --ned a s re i 

d nt of the scho 1 . 

T. A. J . Beasley was elected to succeed him in this 

position . "President Ee sley has an exc llent record as 

an author , school r , nd preacher. n45 Deas l ey did not 

~5 "RPv . T. A. J . Beasley to Head Collece , " 
ton Reco~ , arch 23 , 1916 , p . 1. 

The New-- -

accept the position of the presidcnc of Clarke College . 

Therefore , ryan i ons w s cho en or the offic • e 

had served tho denominati on 1n the ca acit of raising 

money for t he B pt st Hosoital t Jackson , T ississippi . 

It. was the wish of the conventio that he 1 ht b able 

to lead the Faptists of ississi ~in the liq iidation 
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or all outstandin indebtedness a ainst th school . 

The B ptists ado ted a unique UU1 for a bud e t in 

1917. tase ifta w re to come from each local church 

ond were ut into one central nd . ch has of the 

caus :ms to rec i.ve a certain protion or t he nt:lro stat 

offer1n • Tho roport of the co ittee follo~a: 

1 r co d that the 
fol owing c auaes o t 
tions and p,ive such 
th fol ot ing sums : 

churches of t ho state put the 
1r plon of r ular contribu

ounts and in ratio as to secure 

State missions , C44 000; Ho em issiona, 6 , 500 ; 
a oreiPn mi sions, 37 500; ~ nisterial education , 

6 ,000; of which 4, 0 ia tom:> to lissis ippi 
College and Clarke e o~ial College , and 1 ,000 
each to t he outhwcst r , Baptist Theolo~ical S minary , 
at ort orth, Texas , ... t e C!out h rn Bapti t Theo
logical Seminary at Louisville , K ntucky; the sub-
cript1on secured at this convention by Dr . A. T. 

Robertson to be •ncludcd in this bud ct; aged m niJ
t re ' r lief, 2 , 500; Chri t1an ducation , 2 , 500 ; 
Orphana , 20, C 0; issi sippi B ptist ospital , 

5 , 000; H"mo ois ion l o::m fund , l , 500; Totnl £or 
all purpo es, 170, 000 . T is will quire a divi
sion or contributions on the follolf in"' perc nta e 
basis: State mis ion , 25 ; Forei~ missions , 20 ; 
Ho iasionn, 15 ; osp1t ls, 6 ; Or hana~e , 12 
!nisterial cd ataton , 4 ; Education , 15%; L od minis

ters , 2 ; and Hom m1ssi n loan fund , i~. ""° 

46 "Baptists dopt Plan for Budget in 1917 ," ~ 
ewton Record , ov ber 23 , 1916, p. l . 

Thi a to mark th be innin of a hiehly efficient 

system of bud etinC' for th denomination . It was to be 

of pre t help to Clarke Colle 

from utterly fallin • 

in keepinr: its pro~ram 
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From its be i nninv a a school of l ocal Baptist as-

oc1ations until it ssin~ into the hnnds of private 

individuals, Clarke Colleee labored under trome dous d~f

ficulties . The admlnistration heads u derwent a rapid 

turnover. These chan~e ~ were not due to a lack of faith-

.f'ulness on the part of the administration . Gr e ter 

op or' unities and better salaries mu t have played a 

art i n their decisions . Fro 1908 to 1930 the uccessive 

presid nts of this col l eo were t he fol l owinp: 

s. B. Cul pepper , 1908- 1911 ; 4. P. Bush (actin .) , 1911-
1913; • o. Patterson , 1913-1915; R. A. Venable , 1915-
1916; Bryan Simmons , 1916- 1918; T. A. J . Beasly , 
1916- 1920; John F. Carter , 1920- 1923; H. T. ' cLaurin , 
1923-19~g ; • T. Lowrey . 1929- 1930; John F. Carter , 
l JO- 47 

47 Jf!ss Lar y Eoyd , .! Ponular Historv of Bapt eta Tn 
r·1s sissip !. , (Jackson , r i os issippi , 19JO ) , p:-3LJ. -

Despite adversity and hardships Clarke always carrie·d 

on i ts pro~ram and made plans f or the future . The enroll

ment of students continued to row st adil y lar er every 

year . However , ith an increasinr; stud nt body and wit h 

t he neral aaint nan co cost ace lerated, the indebtedness 

continued to increase. Vet so precarious had the position 

of the scho~l be~me that ryan ?i m:nons , the r t1rin 
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president, proposed its clos ing in 1918 . His statement 

was as fol lows : "The war times call f or r e- adjustment , 

and I venture two or t hree suggestions . It might be well 

t o have Mississippi Colle e put i n a pr epara t ory d epart

ment for the period of the war and let this school close . n4S 

4~ Bryan Si mmons , "Clarke Merrorial College ," ~ ~
tist Record , February 21 , 1918 , p . 7. 

The 1918- 19 session of Cla rke Memorial Colleg e see~ed 

to have a briyht poospects for the school . T. A. J . Beasley 

had been chosen as pr esident. He had a supporting faculty 

composed of ap rovPd teachers . The scrool cont inued t o 

struegle and ~Ake ~eneral pro ress . Many Baptist people 

fa i led to hel p sup~ort the institutio~ . Oftentimes it 

received financ i al aid spari n"l y . Despite these conditions 

it usually manage to ~eet adequately whatever test dame 

its way . 

These were the days of World War I . Many of the 

young men were being drafted for the armed flerv ic es . 

President Beasley offe ed a course in military training . 

He himself had experienced six years of such training . 



In 1920, John F. Carter was chosen to succeed T. A. 

J . ~oasley as president . He had ser·ed as vice p csident 

of the scho"'l . 

Pres·d nt John F. C rt.er beco es head of Clarke •-emo
r ial Colle e in a favorable time . He was born at 
Cherry Creek, ~isaisa1ppi , in 1888, conv rted when 
fourte n , and ordained at 24 . He is a g rndu.ate of 
~1ssissipp1 Hei ta Academy at Blue ~untain , and a 

D. A. roduote of Iiesissippi Colle e , ~raduating 
with distinction aft r 1orkim his i;a r t hrou h 
school . H tauRht t hr ee years and then took the 
Th. ' • de ree at the Fort orth S minary . he is 
now pre arin his th for th Th . D. de r ee . 

e is a scholarly hip -~oned , Christian entle~an 
and deserves tho corit 1 support of the denomina
tion in his plan and purpose to mike Clarke Col

le e the best possible school in its claas . 49 

49 .TI!! Baotist Record , November 11, 1920 . p. 9 . 

Durin the year 1920 . Clarke entered into the raisin 

of l'i s i nsippi's GUOta of the 75 , 000 , 000 . 00 so t by 

outhern Baptists . Thia fund was to l e allocnt to the 

most needy divisions of the Baptist cause . Clarke was to 

receive a oport ion of th ntire am unt r ais d in is-

sissippi . "At a rne et.1ng of the educational com ission in 

January , Clarke Colle w a a ssie;n d 10% of t he amo nt 

raised for Christian education i n iasissippi . "50 Approx!-

ntist Convent ion • ttReport of Board 
emorial , " ov ber 16- 18, 1920 , p . l . 
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mately 10, 000. 00 was ree ived fro n this source . "ost 

of this money wao used to absorb the indebtedness a ainst 

the colle e . 

The instituti on likewi~e needed repairs , e uipmcnt , 

cottar,es for ministerial tudents , and a general endowment 

fund . o critical id the problems become that the edu-

cation co issi~n t in 1923 to decide its fate . 

This rou.p visited Clarke College in a body . It vo

ted unenirnouslv that the school had a place in the denom

national ro r m and deserved to continue . I n order for 

it to fulfil ~ts mission , how ver , the commission recom

mended that two thin s should ve done . They were as fol

lows : "First , t he buildings ould have to b renovated 

and new equipment orovid d . Second , a strong president 

with an adequate faculty paid a liveine waga . n51 

51 "Clarke emor al Coll e , " ~Baptist Record , 
~y 17 , 1923, p . 5. 

The commission further stated that it would provide 

out of the 75 mill ion c ampai n 7 , 500. 00 for the repairs 

and equi ment . Also an addi t ional 5, 000 .00 would be 

allocated for the current operatini:r. expenses of the col-

le e. 'This decisi was cont i ngent u on the request 
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that the truote s of Clarke Colle e raise 2 , 500 .oo in 

tho town of ·ewton and amonn te fri nds of the schoo1 . n52 

52Ibid., p . 5 . 

The 2 , 500. 00 was raised in three or four days . As 

a r sult plans w re made i ediatel for repairs . very 

room in the two dormitorie of the school were renovated . 

A new plum in u 1t was instal ; and t h heetin system 

was reconditioned. Tids enabled the school to provide 

ad quately for 200.~t~d~nts . 

t same year a new president , II . T. cL urin , was 

cho n . e was a r duato of Mississippi College . After 

complet·n" hir. work i 

yen s as incipal of 

After ten inatin" hi 

that 1nstituti e served several 

on'~ Academy , a secondary ~chool . 

service :ith that acho l , h en-

tered Srut est rn Bnpt i &t The:>lo ical Sem nary as a stu

dent . "'he e he rece vod his Th . M. dep,ree . I .... r cent 

ears he ta held sev r al astorates . Prior to his se

lection as president of Clarke Colle~e , he served as 

enlistment missionary in the astern section of isais

.. i ppi . 

Seemin~ly , Clarke was aded for n more rospeous 

era . owover, in February , 1924 , fire destroyed the ad-
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ministration building . An insurance policy of 9 ,000. 00 

wa c rried on the structur , but it cover d only half the 

loss . Thus the t rurteea of th college and tl e education 

commissi on w re &nfronted 11th anothor serious probl m. 

All of fici ls r ed that if th school w r to cont ·nu , 

a new, fir proof , brick ildin~ should be constructed . 

In Jun , the crustces of Clarke ollege made tho 

followin proposition to th ducation com.mi sion: 

Th t plans be de imm diat ly for tl construction 
of an administr tion b ildi on tho campus of 
Clarke Colle e to cost not lesa than 50 , 000. 00; 
that th citizens of Newton , the truatece and .. r: nds 
of the coll in that section of the st would 
agree to raise 16 ,000 .00 , this a ount with the 
99000. 00 insurance ould total 25 9000. 00; that 

the oducation co 1 i~n rovide by loan or bond 
issue the remis.n1np.: 2~ , GOO .OC , these bmds or 
notes well as the ~ · L - st 'When due and yabl 
to be liquidated with ~ne funds accruing to larke 
Colle e from resent to fut:.ure cam i ns .5J 

53 nuteA of tha li.sa i e sioni 
Nove ber-11-13 , I92~p. 72. -

aDtist Convention, 

This propo ition 1as a re d to by the ed cation com-

m· ssion. Th erchanta Dank and Trust o pany of Jack-

on , ississippi , ap:r ed to loan to the commission the 

25 ,000. 00 to e paid in five equal annual install-



men ta at the rate of 6% interest . The loan secured 

by · mort age on the col loge property . 

38 

At a meet in of the board of t ruatees of Clarke 

Colle e June 12 , 1924 , at \hich D. •• Helson , member of 

thee ducation com:nission , was present , the eontr ct for 

construction of a new buildin~ was awarded . 

The successful bidders were Oden and Glenn Brot hers 
of attiesbur , l"ississippi , for the erection of the 
bu!ldin ; the attiesbur Plumbin, Comppny of t 
tiesbur , received the contract for heatin and 
plumbin ; v. ile Hobbs Plum bin Company of eridia n , 
c tracted to do the electric wirin or the structure. 54 

54 "Contract "t for College Buildinr; , " !h! Newton 
Record , June 19 , 1)24, p. 1 . 

Fu ther pr sti e w s iven to Clarke Colle e by the 

acquiri:np: of th Scanlon property . It co prised fift, 

acres of land in .front or the present campus . On this 

lsnd , n t the time it was acquired, there wlls located an 

athl~tic field , several d el11n~s , and the Scanlon hom0 • 

This additional property gave Clar ke College a eampu of 

one hundeed acres . 

Te transac t ion was made possible by a 3 , 750 . 00 

~ift by J . • buckwalter of Union , Mississippi . This 

was half the purchase price . The president of the colle e 

c:.nd tl e board of truste s were to raise the ot r l alf of 
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t he required 1Sum. 

not e of o til!li. m continued \1th an enrollm t of 

425 forboth th r ·ul a n su er session of school . 

Also the standard zati on committee of the St t of is-

iss1ppi vio1te Clark ol le in 1926. !t voted favor-

ably upon th stat us or th school . 

"this plac d ClarKe oor ial Colle on the same 

t ndard list or unior coll es , vi ~ er tho same 

rec nition 

junior col le 

iv en for the 1" r at t r10 years in anp 

of the state . n55 

55 Catalo~u of Clnrke e oriAl Collerre , ewton , 
ie s sippi , 192) ,p . 9 . 

or en ra l if:n icanc to the r r. nds of th col-

1 e was th fact t ct the t iss i soippi or l as 

h ld at Clark Colle durin th euaMDor chocl of 1926. 

"Proportional er dit will i ven for su er o~k as is 

1 v n for r:>rk durin,.. the re lar ssion . n56 h llapti t 

------- --- -..,----- - · ---- .-.......--------
coll e ee no r co niz d in this litt le colle a collea u 

of intrinsic va l u to th nersl ro ram. 
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The fo l lowin is a typical eulo y of the times : 

"More and more is our B ptist co- edu ational junior col

l.e3e finding a plaxe in the hearts of our B~ptiot p ople . n57 

57 Miss· eei ppi Baptist Conven on , ?love ber 16- 18 , 
1926, p . 47 . 

Further tribute was also paid to the school's speci

fic work i n meeti r7 a specific need ln iss iss!ppi duca

tional fields . Cla ke £1tted ost adequatel into the 

consolidation ef£ort or this era . 

It is said that this is the ap:e of con olidation , 
and ince ·1ssissippi leads all the other states in 
the union in the numb r of consol.~d t ed schools , it 
is eas· to see the need of a junior colle e where 
students rom thes~ schools may complete their high 
hi h school work . 58 

58 lli.d· 

The la gest senior class in the histor of Clarke 

Colle,,.e received diplo as ·ay 20 , 1927. There were 

ei hty- two who .l;"aduated at tl e time . B. H. Lovelace 

of Cl'nton delivered the baccala ~reate actdresa . 

""h re \'."ere four main buildin s now. plus some 

teachers' ho s and cotta~es . Clarke possess d a beau

t:iful campus of onehu d ed reres and had an unsurpassed 



41 
natural draina e.n59 

59 4. H:t.stor v of Clarke ~emorial Coll e~n Comniled bv 
Clarke 'ollcP.o Students , ert.on , 1ssissip i, 1952, p.7. 

The year 1928 , f ound Clarke st i ll in a period of 

gaaeral pror·ress . Its academic status was widely recog

nized , and the school seemin ly enj~yed a permanent lace 

in the denominati onal li.fe . A report by H. t . ' c""aurin , 

pre ident of the school , ~s very favor able . T ere were 

seventy-three graduates . Th sa 9 repat emphasized the 

lar e numb r of former Clarke students who were then em-

plo ea i n $ratep:ic positi ons . Accordin to th report • 

"Over 200 former tudents are now teachinft , and ?5 raduates 

are now oin to enior colle~es."60 

60 The Bantist R cord, November 22 , 1921, p . 3. 

In 1929 t H. , • •cLaurin r si(".Iled as president of Clarke 

College. He hao serve i n that ca ctity a'trx:e 1923 . • T. 

Lowray was elected as president of Clarke Colleg.., to succeed 

him. Lowre~ had served as pr sident of l"'ississippi 



Colle e and Blue Nountain College . T is was a reat ~rrort 

to bring Clarke Colle e back to is for er lace i the 

denomination . Yet the school was h9 aded for disaster . 

In 1929 , pessimism see.ad top rvade Che ranks of 

the entire otate conver.tion as rorarded the ultimate 

fate of t e school. h re ort by • T. Lowrey reflecte<l 

this attitude of ~loom . In this suCl!Ilary of conditions , 

h~ said , "The financial con 1t1on ia ost embarassin8• 

The indebtedness is about 35 , 000.00. The inco is 

not auffici nt to pay runn · n expenses to oay nothin~ 

of th~ in ter st and debtn . n61 

A joint mee in~ of t ho B ptiot ducation Com:nission 

and the Board of Trugtee~ of Clarke Colle~e was held in 

NAwton , Visei ssippi , · ·arch 7 , 1930. l n a reement was 

reached bet·een these t ·o bodies that Clarke College 

needed 15 , 000 . 00 to c~ntinue to operate . There was 

so e indic aticn that the town of e ton would rajse 

money to artially liquidate the outstandin.,. debt of 
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40 ,000. 00 . This was treated as follows : 

The president furt er said that if the commissior. 
"uul d do thes'? tl1inP-s mentioned abov e , \.he Baptist 
Church and ci tiz ns of t el'.ton would uarantee to 
pay a laree ~rt of the

6
outstandin i debtedness 

of more than 40 , 000. 00 2 

62 J . • Lee , ~The 1.1t re of Clar' e College , " 
Bat.ti RP.cord , ~rch 13 , liJO , p . 5. 

The -
The citizens of Newton ralli d in their usual en-

thusiastic way to this chal lenge . Thy were unwillin~ 

to lose their colle e . The follo in excerpt was quoted 

from The t'P. >.ton Rncor : "So e weeks a o the Newton Baptist 

Church vote to ar-sum;i an obligation of 10, 600 . 00 and 

the citizens of th town subscribed 11 , 000. 00 mqre to 

help liquidate the institution's indebtedness. n63 

63 " euton Is Un\dllinl"' to Loso Clarke College , " 
The t et.ton Record , ?-larch 20 1 1930, p. 1. 

This o nt , al on,,. with the sa ~ of so e property 

owned by tho chool , ould reduce the indebt edness of ttr> 

colle e to a a thousand dollars . This indebtedness 

would be less than any previous f u sir ce 1924. 

However , at a s ecial session of the Baptist conven

tion , which convened at Jal:? kson , ?Ussissipp1 , a large 



jorit . voted to discontinue Clnrke Colle • This de-

cision t'laa contingent upon tb fact that the B pt1st 

r ns nurchaee th rop rty o n d by th richool . 

uch op osition to this mov ent was evid ncod . 

nf vorable art·c1 s or cord and 

in local 11e\1apapers. lt was conte de t~at thi roper

ty d b en iv n in ood faith for education a. n 

est iasissip i B ptiets . Also it as a,.re t at any 

divert in of the pro rt to n · other channel vioula be 

a trny 1 of the purpose ror which t chool s 

found d . 

In addition , man' voic d their oppo t. ion to ~he 

removal of th opphanoge from :Jae on , ~ss.i. ss1 pi , to 

wt.on . The :fi llol'.inp; q otation in on exam 1 .. : 

I b~li ve Jac~son urnish op or unites for 0 1 r 
orphans than can gott en nowher else in the 
atute . If r ore be true at thia time , I a unable 
to c.e how their s c: ool opportunit · cs c n in any way 
be equall d at : wton . So fer o I am v bl to learn , 
there r five ood g~ptist ohurcho in Jack on . 

wton only one . 4 

6L;B . • hillip , "Grave istak 
cord, .ay 1 , 1932 , p. 14. ' 

he - otist 

It ao f t er pointed out that the orphona e at 
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Jacknon ~os near the B ptist oapi.tal . Ther e the rphane 

coul d obtain free treotc nt . rivate l os itelo could 

nev r expected to ~1ve this type of ser·ico . 

Those protests were lar ly i nored by tl e Baptist 

J.cadero . ecause of the~ r belief in ouch nece ri.ty , and 

because the trusteeo of the Eapti st Orphanage had. not. 

rea hed en aP.:rocrne t about the transaction 1 a now meeting 

"f the conve .ti on was deemed nee r: ary . 

hccordinl) .. , , special sesoion of t he l is~iosippi 

B ptiat State o vention was ell d by L. G. Gateo to 

eet u sday) July 15 , 1930, in the auditorium of Clarke 

College, 'ewton . 

The actio l of this sess ion ret=1cinded the action of' 

the fo er special session eld at Jackson , M"i.:1siosippi . 

It voted for the education co.m..~ision to liquidate ttie 

40 , 000 . 00 indebtedness of Clarke •oernorial Collage . -t 

uas furtter to borrow cnour~ money for adequate operation 

of t.he colle,~e . Cln:rke was to rec i ve 5 , 000. 00 each 

ar toward sufficient endowment . 

At the re ul.nr session of th iasissippi Baptist 

C nvention , .larke "'oll.e c was llp;ain voted to be clos d . 

The property of the school was to olc , ond the pro-

ceeds applied on debts . "Ur. W. r . Tylor ·de a otion 
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atr i ki n out the section closin~ Clarke Colleg ."65 The 

65 "R port of t h ~ssi s1 pi D ptist Ctat e Conven
tion , " ~ B~ntist Rbc rd , tove b r 27 , 1930 , p . 2 . 

discussion \1ax d ltervent a nd heated . "Th T ylor ub .. ti

tut or motion to strike out the r ecomm ndation to di s -

cont ·nu Clark Colle 

be clos d. "66 

6 Ibid .• p . 2 . 

woe loo , nd Clarke Colle e is to 

The futur of t he coll e was very uncertuin . The 

B~ptist d no inat ion had dccre•d tbnt the school die . 

But th non- wp orters of tt: school id not reckon wit h 

th9 t nacit of its follo rs , for tley n reati~ te 

the dili enc d f:' .. t.hfulnos of t he citieena of' r ewttin t 

issisaippj . tro doubt , tl eir effortn an intrntions 

were baso1 on th hi host otives . But hi tory ar. later 

to rov th un isc and erha unneces ar 1 clo inr: 

the i stS t tion . 



CHAPT III 

DAYS OF R GLE D ECL! SE 

Duri n t e crucial days of 193 , J ohn F. Carter 

o el cted ao rasid nt of Clar e Coller.e . •e held 

both th Ph . D. and Tb . D. d e ees . Thie trainin , 

co bined ~th his ca cities of leaderohip , fitte him 

for th di f cult ta 1~ of e "in , the chool in it 

dark st hours . 

!any opl bep,an to ho that theschool uld 

not be di pos d or , for althoue th convention had or

dore th colle e di continu end tho ro rty sold , 

n uyer wnG found avail bl • Th ir thou,,.hts we e crys

tal1zed into action b~ a nu r of upporter of the 

school . 

g li 

roup of B pt"st br ren in act i~sissippi , 

t t it cour be operated by rivat GU scri ---tion. , ht to lea Clar o Colle for fiv y ar • 

Th oard of Tru t 
th off r r t h b r t 
holdin" com ission , 
th m for a period of 
of .oo y r . (5/ 

ril , 1931, r c 1 d 
n , who constitute a 
a~ed t property to 
years ot a con i dcr ti 

ove ber 17- 19. 
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John F. Carter served as presi ent of Clarke Col 

l p, for one y r , re i nin~ in 1931 . He waE-0ucceeded 

by A. • Roe bu ck , promin nt educntor in tts state . 

oebuck wao a ~raduate of .lor e Colle~ , --ssisnippi 

Colle e , end roce · veci his aster o .Art s de roe f rom the 

n iveraity of l 3ban:a , in 1930. He ann~unced his in-

t ention of <Larryin~ on ttc cause of his al a t r with 

zeal . 

Clarke Colle ,e now became the peoples' school . 

, p~als w r iv n to ell B ptists to lcn th ir ef f orts 

to the promotion o~ its lfare . The f ollowing q otat i on 

is an example or th attitude of school offi cial s : 

The coll u ' 11 put fort ev r r easona l e ef for t 
to keep in touch with i ts patrons and inform sam 
of students' ro ress , tc . Clarke Col e e i _J.. , 
ther efore , be typic l a chool of the people 
fost r in"'-' the i h i deals of Chr istian charocter 
and effici ency . 68 

66 A. A. toebuck , Clarke Colle 
Recor , September 3 , 1931 , p. 12. ' 

The Ba.otist -
The sbhool r emained on the .G'crcdited list for 

~ · us is sip 1 Ju i or colleges . f£orto wer . uade to keep 
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thici ood rnting. ExpenEies ware reduced to a minimum. 

"Total yearly expenses in the ormitory nmount to 

2JO.oo . n69 Girls liv n"'- i n the industrial home had 

69 Ibid . -
------~~~------~--~-------~----~-------~~-~--~--
expen cs redueed another 90. 00 per year . 

t a n tin of t e Clarke Colle e Holdin Com is

sion ay 15, 1932 , ~ . L. St ringer , !hen sup ri tendent 

or Pearl liver Junior Col e e , was unanimously lected 

president of Clarke College f or the next achool year . 

A. • uck had reviously t ndered h · e r sir;nation . 

r trin r come to t school ell pl'epn.red in e du-

cational trainin • 

For nny nrs i e ia a ccessful hi h school 
principal and cup rintendent . -Or rec ntly , he 
served at Picayune durinu hich ti e ho tauPht 
in the s. T. c. Sum er Schools . or th~ past 
five years he haa been t. a ?Mperintendent of 
Pearl iver Junior Col le • 

?O "Cl arke Col 
at a eating, .:!:!£. _ _...... ...... _ ............... _ 

er, P e sident 
1932 , p . 1 . 

In 1933 , tho convention met nt Tupelo , ~nsissippi . 
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Thie excerpt from !b:2 Bnot ico:-cl shows how vitally 

i portent this .e tin was for larY..e Colle e . 0 It was 

rumored befor the conv nti n t that there was ome 

likelihood of Clarke e orisl Colle e being sol d to the 

Con ·re~ationnl thodist Church . r71 It was furthel' under-

71 "Baptist Conven ion tain~ Local c ool , " 
~ ·.on ecord , ·ov ber 23 , 1933, p . 1 . 

11 -
s tood that thi s r thodist roup was very anxious to pur

e aoe the local nstitution to convo t it i to a four 

year church school . 

The oonv ntion in sessiQn did ·ve considerati n to 

d·sposal of this propert • h conv ntion board reco -

mended such le • . owever , a com it ea pointe by the 

convent·on board he y ar before, id not reco nd that 

tbe c olle e bo sold at the time. lt \'Jan vote to leave 

it under the sa e status. 

ln 193; , • L. Strin r resirr,ned as preai ent of 

Clarke ~olle e to enter the race for vt ate uperintendent 

o · Edu et ion . o as succeeded by C. • lolland as pre-

s"dent . he property was 1 aned to Holland at 1 . 00 

per year . The con r ct ·ncluded these ter ~ : 
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The property is to be in ured for twenty thous~nd 
dollrs . It i t o kept in reaoonable repair and 
to e used tor school purposes . Tho sch~ol is to 
be operated in cpi itl principles and polici 3 
of the lississippi Ba tists . 72 

72 c. z. ollan • "Report of Clarke emorial Col
lege to Baptist State onvontion , " !h2 Bnotist ncord , 

ce b r 19, 1935 , p . 7. 

ur thermore , tho premium on the licy wa paid for 

twelv months . It ras ado out in favor of th board of 

tr st a of t o school . 

Other ener l improv cnt ere ade duri• c the days 

of Cla.rl"e Collep.;e riv te operation. Several hundr d 

dol s 1orth of labor and rra t ri l w re s:ocnt on r pai:r 

ond upkeep of the b·!ldin ~ . whi e needed purchases were 
-· d in bookr. for the library . I n dclt t.i on , a ... 1ry 

barn w a built £or the ochool nd a herd o~ six e nttle 

were purehas d . inal l , two hundt· d dol s wort of 

•ederal 1ork schol rs ip money ao us d for heautifyin 

the ca us and buildin~s . 

It was officially ann unced in t ewton , ississ:ppi , 

April 16 , 1937, that tho trust s of Clarke 1e oriol Col-
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l ee;e had l eased the school to • L. t c? ullan , a local 

bueines~.m.nn . 

C. Z. Holland ad resir:ned as pres· cnt of the 

school to beco e romotional secretary for the state 

Baptist convention board . c. • osl ey was to a ct as 

presi dent under the advisory plans of ctullan. 

urin~ this era , t e sc ptics were l!!Bny ~ho bel ieved 

that Clarke Colle c was doo e to die . 

the school continued to live and to se1v e thi s ~action 

of the sta e t h bencf:t . I ii fact , the enroll nt 

for 1937 showed an incraase " ttThe ~ s~ion opened Sep-.,_.., 

t embor 7, 1937, u:!. th an enrollment to t.e of 106 , which 

is an increac o r the revious sess ion . " 73 

73 T 
ti • 

Miss issi p i Baptist on·ention , " 
Novemb r 16-18, 1937 , p . 2. 

then servin~ aa pr si cnt of t he school . 

-- c ulla.n 

ring thin sessio , .an a p eal ~·ae tade to the 

peo le of this ection f or sup ort . This explanatory 

s at nient came fro ocord : "Clarke emorial 

coO f"'.e is the ol d st denom national junior col e e in 

1ssiesi pi a nd has a tistory to be proud of . " 24 

74"Clnrko Colle e to ~ n pt mb r 7 , " !!!£ t.on 
Rec~• , €pte bor 2 , 1937, p . 1 . 
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W. L. c ullan continu d aa presid nt of Clarke 

Colla durin i93g . Under his leadershio t.he school 
. 7f 

wa confrontine succe~fully any financial di ficulties . 

Y t there \ as onou"' li"ht to show its true ·ortt and 

value to l ewton and the ot te of l ississippi . 

In that y ar , ,500. 00 wau s~ent ot re air for the 

sclool . This oney wa~ iv n by the town of cwton . and 

ag n the townsp ople paid the rent . till , the chool 

in cneral ·aa i akin~ a contribution to Baptist i.:.re . 

The foll wing s tato~ nt is a t yp ·cal illustration of 

the loeal p reciation for tle school: "The nrollment 

is 101 . and the faculty is ade u of oople with ood 

de rees . There are 30 ministerial tudents . '!\o rls 

arc missionari s . 75 

75 " cport rom the r~ississ1pp1 Bapti t onvention 
Boa rd , u !.hsl aot i st fu:!.£.or d , ovembcr 2 4, 19.38 , p . 3 • 

Clarke Collere stru led for lit durin" theoe y arc . 

Yet , althou h it cxjsted in constant dnn r of bc"n 

vlosod , ~uch ~en as • L. cr·ulle.n nnd ot ers of like 

caliber persistently fou~ht its h ttles . 

In 1940 , • L. c ullon ourrende ed the lease he 

held , end th inbtituti on was then leased to Freeman E. 
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·ay . l y was a H ton Co nty an and a rnduat of 

f"i s sissip 1 ~outhern Colle e . le had one aomc r:radu-

at work at the niver ity of Texas . 

The school opened ita doors un e r the · idance of 

this e""aucator f or its 32nd session ith op ortunit i es ...-

bo· n~ offered to boys nn ~ r ls of limited financial 

ffieans . The tuition w s onl 5. 00 a roonth , w il room 

and board wore 12.00 o ~onth . The cotta~e wer of-

fe e · rent £1" e to ministerial stud nts . Th total o t 

for t hose s tayinr in the fonnitor.1es a~ounted to 173 . 00 

a a e:"ter. 

I nny doubters nou becamo conver ted to t.he i ceo ~hat 

Clar {e ollee;o did hav a loce in tho life of t heir 

denomination . This wa r,iven ·mphasie by a eneral awo

kenin"' of B pt sts to its valu • 'i'hen , too , the d pres

sion had lar el y disa peared . This r. ave p o ple r T1ewed 

coura_g~ and r re r financial str n~th . t ill there ~as 

no ene~al atampcde of finonc ?al sup orters to its aid . 

Th r ~f then only ,., fts of onor siPnificanc received . 

Howov r , these were soon to row through the concerted 

effort of t he D ptist constituency . 

r~ost of th r:ifts t o Clarke College were from indi-

v· duals . owcv r • though th · wer"" faithful > the main 
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hope lay in denominational supp r t . is ntor st be-

ca ri t r in 1940 i n a r ort fro th tru t a . 

"Th tot e Convention is now p l1 in on thou nd dollln rs 

o y ar to a applie on te ch re ' oalar1 s ."76 

'~----------~~~~--~~---------~~~~~6 
76 

u esoap;e From t a Tr uateco , " 
pte be~ 12 , 1940 , p. 12. 

!.!:!!! B otist e -

In 1941 , people unfriendly tolard Cl rke ~olle e 

sc ttered th ru or that the ochool woul d not open a a1n . 

The local p ople a ain caoe to the aid of this institu-

tion. e tollotlin r port w s iven in 1941 , to sil nee 

t le a ovo ru ors : "Throu hout the s t th has been 

r new d inter st i Clarke , nd it is hop d thateome day 

iosi sippi ptists "ill ain wak~ up to th fact t at 

t he s hool is renderin"" e · ti c t and un1oue s rvice.n77 

- ··-------
77 wton Countv Bnot ist A sociat on , Octob r 15-16 , 

1941, p . 14. 

Pr tiident ay ~so ~ve rebuttal to th ar ument ju~t then 

by und rt kin 

t echool . 

pro,,.r am of rep irin and r d cor tion t>or 

fter the r si~nation of p s1d nt F. • ay in 1942 , 
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J . L. Bovd of eridian was elect d as pr eident of' Clarke 
' 

olle e . s to his early history , Boyd wao orn in ike 

County , tississippi , near ?'cCo b , and after complctint; 

the ei rth rrrade , ntered ississippi a l lege in the 

fall of 1901 , takin~ two y ars in he pr eparatory e

part nt an th n th ful l col l e cours , a<luatin~ 

with the de~r e of Bachelor of f>ci nee in June of 190S, av

ing rem ined out of achool two cssions to teach . 

Bo d then was uperintendent of LnWI· nee County gric 1-

t ural 1~h chool "or two J ea a, resi ln,,. there to enter 

the outhern D ptist Theolo~ical Semi nary at Louisville , 

K ntucky , in the fall of 1910 . He Wus raduated from 

t at institutio with th dee o of aster of Thcoloey 

in 1914. 

u on comn1 .nt ion of hi~ e m nary trainin~, toyd re-

turned to hls ~t ·ve st ta and was oastor of the Centrr.l 

Bepti~·t Church of Coldw r . rly in 1916, he w s called 

to the pastorate o ' t e r.alil e aptist Church of Olost r 

which he s~rved witil nt rinl"' the army as cha la n in 

ove bcr, 1917. e trained w·t the en in C p "ke and 

Camp Dix and was overseas in France for nine months . fhile 

n France after the ar tice , a lain Eoyd ~os ap o nted 

to the st or B s ~cho 1 office of Base ect on u ber 

2 to correlate all education work for tl e 85 ,000 soldiers 
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in that s ction while they ~ re idle , aitin to come 

ho~e . I n this ca acity , he ade pensonal contacts for 

the American sold~era in all the school s nd univ rei-

ties of r anc and ngland, as ~ell as di acted all 

teachinno personnel , includin~ Young M,,n's Christian 

Assoc· 3t..:.on, edll '"· t aL .:onal directors . in c asses of very 

description from the pri .ory rades to mech nical scho ls. 

He was amonr; tho group or educators who sat up the limcri

can " Pap r Shell Universit ·n at Beaunc, France . 

Durin~ this era , while oyd ~ as pre~ · dent of Clarke 

Colle~c , t e academic pro r n was accelerated for t he 

benefit of t he Army p rsonnel . Accordi ~ t o this plan , 

yoon~ men who contem late enterin~ the armed forces 

mif;ht take one or two credits each six weeks . This al

l owed them to recei ve er dit on the work, but also en

abled t he to in more r apid promoti on in the armed 

s rvicoo. 

A r aport in 1943 i ndicated the ~oeress of t he 

echool : "The outlook for t ' e col l e e i s brig t er than 

for so e time in ~te of t he adv rse conditions inci

dent to ~o war .n78 To be r out t his statement , two 



76 "Clarke Colle"'o nnou nces nlar ed ro""r a •" 
ThP. Bnptist Record , !~y 20 , 1943 , p . 7. 

two new departments were opened . 

Interest in the school cont~nued to increase . Ihe 

!'ollo\'rln xcer t appeare into •ones County s ociation 

b llctin of 1941: "It fin stsorvicc durin its lifetime 

has been th· di~covery or c 5 1n the rou , nd ' vin 

them the polish ~hich as enabled the to reflect li ht 

on the hilltop of r epcnsibilit y . n79 

79 '·nutes of ,Jone Count v Aosocia!iQ.n, Octob r 20 , 
1941 , p . 4. - - -

In 191.-3 , a reaol tion w s introd ced at the ississiop 

B ptist ta e Convention to a1low Clar e Collc,,.e 2 , 000. 00 

per yeor . T i ie so:neuh t clari iod by this f.lrticular 

clause : "Second , that the said !!Um o two thous nd dollars 

be col l cted and aid as an when other on es are col lec

ted and aid as seid mission oard. n60 

O "issis s i o 
1943 , n. 50. 

ov ber 16- 18 , 
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A h art nin n ot came from the wtcn Count y socia-

tion. The excerpt read , "Throu rout the st te t re has 

be n r ne d interest in Clarke. " 

On April 6, 1944, it w s announc d that J . L. Boyd 

d rosi~cd a presid nt of the collc c . H had serv d 

i n this en acity for two y ars . Other ~urs its of bucincss 

activity w r i ven for causin this ction on hie part . 

At a oetin of t Bo rd of Tru~te a of Clare re. o-
rial olle~e in April , 1944 , · illia 

elect d ~ pe sid nt for the year • 

rle nroene 'as 

• 1111 ~rl Or one w a renred at ori an , •1ssie-

i ppi . He r c iv hiG ju ior colle e duantio at Clar 

Colle e . e also received hio B. A. de roe from iesie-

eippi oll ege . Later he c rne the Th. • and Th . D. 

deres o the Bapt1 t 1ble Institute at e Orlan~ , 

Louioiana . "He eorved a e stor of t e Ellis ille 

Church, and for the ast year in the c acity or c list

ent pastor of th convent! n ."Sl 

----~~~----------~--~~~~ ~~~--------~-----
81 narcene r sid nt of Clarke ..:c orial 

Colleee ," The ___ ----• April 13 , 1944 , p . l . 
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he comin~ of t his lea er to Clarke Colle e marked 

a neL~ era in its his Lory . Hi adv nt brou ht tho ost 

promisint" r i the cho l had n ~m . From the doldrums 

and diccoura~ ents of Bcptist indi erence , he was to 

lead Clare to new accompl ·s ents ; for under bio edm"nis

tration > the tark of ministorinP to boys anc irls of 

every strata of socinl life a endeavor d to bb carried 

out . The ·ewton County ptist ssociation printed the 

followin~ art\cle about this rO!)rl : 

Cla rke "e ori0 1 Colle ' , .mder the able Gmfln,..e 
of Dr . 11. • nr eene , ... ndperes to its earl 
to discover the deaervin~ boy end r rl an to 
coura~e that ne in every ossi ble wa to beco 
usef 1 Christia c "tizen . 82 

ent 

-•· 
a 

82 inutes or ewton Countv Associati n , 19~ 4, p. 16. 



CHAPTER IV 

RES TORA TI :m AND ROGR ... :>S 

Clar ke Collo e wns still under private control . 

Yet her e rowth and encral ~ev val caused a demand 

for her restoration to convent! n - supported statuo . 

People coud not i~nore its tight for life during the 

nadir of d enominationnl effort to support t h chool . 

Thafact that Clarke would n t ace pt denth !t r such 

sentence had een decree brought the vchool t!lany ad

mirers . ~ eovcr , the ministry to needy boys and g'rls 

of l'ississippi f ocus d the 1 i.~ht of d no!!linati ')nal in

terest upon the scho ·l. 

ot only had deno inational interest shifted to 

Clarke Colle~e durin~ these years , but d nominational 

act ivity now found its way to the school . This only 

ace ntunted the need for state-wide cupport . 

In l 9i , , .ho Baptist reachera ' School wns held llt 

Clarke from •·"'rch 12 through April 6 . This was under 

the ausp c s of the · seissippi tate Baptist Convention. 

The ~cho l played a dominent part in mak i n the event 

:>0aeible . "Under the arran e ,.ent thttm akes this school 
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poesi ble , the colle e t. ndero the ua of i tf) do~"" it.oric , 

dinin,,. hull , classro~me , libr ry , and other n de faci

litic available on its cru!lpus . i' 8J 

The 3 "Clarke CollePe 111 Hav reabhers' 
l'ontist Rf3C t".lr , February l , 1945 , p . 1 . 

choo1 1 n -
To add further impetus to tha move nt for reinstate

ment , pr·vat individuals 1ncre sad t eir ifts to the 

school. Two tl ous nd dollar w s recc v bv the . "iosis-

sippi Baptist oun ati n tor the endow ent of Cl rke Col

lege . "This i of ~pecial inteeat , because , or the 

first ti e in its his~ory , t collo e as so o dowmant . n 4 

84 t• • esissippi Foundation Oets 2 , 000 for larke 
Coll e , " !h£.. E~otiet cord , F bruary 22 , 1945 , p . 9. 

A en.aal overall report of optimism was brouPht be

fore the board of truste ~ after their annu 1 .eotinr: in 

1945 . he follo~in fi~ures how tho sscnc of the per 

analysis of th school: otal of 144 wns enrolled, of 

wh~ch 42 were m isteriel otud nte . There were also 25 

de tific te cours Jre c ers . 31 ,000. 00 wns h3ndled by 

the offic ; 7 ,100.00 wao received os ndow ent . Thore 
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was p rt renovation of the dormitorien . Thousands of 

treca w ro plante , and a lar e lake w a prov dod . 

or spoc was pl aded foriib the face of pro

~· c~:ve e rollment of between 200 and 300 students. 

There w n urr;ent need for further renovation of th\) 

dormitories . The need was acute in the girls dormi

tory . ~At l ast two sho er baths (just one sho er and 

one ub arc now usable in the girls dormitory ; )85 lso 

85 Ilic. -
a eneral plea wa2 made for the c nstruction or minis-

teric:l cotta ea. 

At its annu~l r;eetin in overiber , 1945, Clarke 

a orial College wao re nst ted as a denominationally

sup rted school . The ectt&on came with a unan.i.mous vote 

of tho convention . Tho control was tronsferr. d to a 

bonrd of trusteen elect by the body in session . 

of support rs o• r the etate w~re now 

real zed , and the ~chool tlat h d been rivatol opera ad 

s ·nee 1930 , was nee more in th charr!e of the convent· on . 

T~ e continued increase of :r·er;ular btudenta , plun 

the 1nflu c of th vetcrn s , caused s housin de and 

t Clark'! ~olle • This necessitate more £undo for 
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build in .. and r novation p po es , and thus it bee me 

obv"ou that there urt be a concerted , otate- ide ca!ll

pai n for thif' i stituti on . 

Durin the int r irn , ·res~ re lowly tricklin int o 

the colle e treasury. ~he ent·re K nt eatat w ~ bequeathed 

t o the colle e . ~he ar ticle ap .red in The P.aoti st ecord --------
in 1946 , as fol lows: 'Clarke olle e will receive a con-

oider~ le sum from the est te of the lat 

of r r nwood . "86 

r . ' . C. ent 

, __________ _ 
86 "Clarke Coll p,o to Pc~~ re urn From ent .state , " 

!!:!!!. BAot:f:t Record , Dece b r 12 , 1946 , p. l . 

Other ,l.fto CB!:1e but prov ed inode,1uat for t he 

school . Most of them ucre absorbed in the re airing of 

the addlinistration buildin , library , and other buildi n s 

on the campus. 

Tnerefore 1 pr s "dent •• • nr eene and t e trustees 

of Clarl .. e T"coor ial Colle.,.e laid pl ons f or str nr; t nin~ 

and io rove ent campBirm . A cool of 350 , 000.00 was set 

whtch was to be allocated for ot h the c nstruction of 

new buildi rte and the re airin"" of ol d on s . 

to b 0 co. e a crystnlized pro r am in 1947. 

his was 

For this pro"'r • cCall , xecu ivo- Secretar y 
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Treasurer of • seissippi Baptists , waa choe n as direc 

tor . ians called for completion of the cam aim in 

1948 . Thie \.as hi l ly desirable in the face of tl e dire 

need for new dormitories for ot· oys and girls . a 

dinin hall , and a new ad inistration buildi g . 

In 1948, a meetiru; of the dvisory com ittee of the 

Clarl·e Collatre C mpai"'n was eld at tt e Baptist Buil in 

in ·.Jackson . Reports were ad on the wor' already done . 

" pproximatel, 107 ,000 were reported in g fts , gnd 

ma ny s:ect ion of t e at ate are plannin to take offer· n s 

thia raontt ond n xt , accordinf' to representat ves all 

districts . "87 

81 " 107 , 000 in i ht For Clar e College , n 
Bnnt · st fu!.£..om , -ay 6 , 194 , p . l . 

The -
Plans were 1·1id for speakinr; cam aigns in churches , 

durin. ossociati nal e tin a , and all possible pu lie 

e the ines . aetors , r,r duates from C ark Colle e , and 

all £ riends we""e ur d to f!. ve to the ro ram thems 1 v s • 

and to solicitt funda from ot er so ces . 

In a ddi ti on• tt ere was to e a special da set aside 

or a genera l offeri n" • ~ 
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followin~ articl : 

for 

tho 

th 

to 

ster runday , arch 28 , has be eoi . ted oo the 
day for a tat - fide off r in or Clarke College . 
By ell means , plan or he lar t possible offer n~ 
on this day . Coin envelopes 

6
be ma · led cut all 

over the stn e for thie u pos • 

'How ou f: ay Hel p Clai:ke Collep;e in his Co. pai n 
350,000 ," .!!!!! Baot int Recor , F bruar y 12 , 1948 , p . ? . 

The aamin st at:on of Clarke College purchas from 

ar As etti df.'linistration at Camp clby n 1 rgc ~oodcn 

at re b il i • r:he lumb r nd a t r i als fro it were 

use in the coll e;e buildin pro r • ""h tud nt 

Act·vitiea uil i nP. to be t e recip nt of o t or 
th mat r ial . 

"The inin~ hall- activiti buildi was ded cated 

on 01d y • • pte ber 5 , 1949. "89 Thi s to be use 

89 n ct Cl rke Act viti s B ildi 
ecord , u[\Ust 11 , 1949, p. 1 . 

' J ton 

tern orarily as an office b ildi n for tho a·ministration . 

Later the to n oor as to be used for recre t1on 1 

rpo s . 

The car 1949 .a o y ar of si n fie nt ro r s for 

C rke olle • r.:he school was still ahowine; r t a -

t.ericl rowth . 
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The buildings now owned by the coll g were two 
dor itori a , the administration bu'111 ~ , th ac
t v tico b ildin~ , the cusic buildir · , cl e 
r culty ho. s , 40 fo:nily homes ; and n board cf 
minicteriol education owned homes for 33 fam'li s .90 

90 iAtorr of ClArke Colle~o , Student Compiliatio t 

Qn. ill&·' p . ii. -

------~-----------------~-------h ---------------~----~----
The irls dormitory is now under constructio • r.rt 

i hop d th t on unit of thi b ilding ' 11 ee complete 

by ~ pt mber , 1952 . Further plans call for its co pl -

t•on in 1953 . n91 

91 Inter view with 
t r ator to ill·ao Earle 
1952 . 

u en Kabler , ~ss stant 1d ~n:s
r ene , D e of Inter i w, anuary 

In 1950 , Clarke Collc,,;o ent b yond ite hit? est en

rollment ark . "Dur in tho 1 st session, 1948- 49 , the 

enrollment 1as 432. Thua far , it has reached 440 with 

tow mor t r s to r;o . u92 

92 "Clarke Colleg nr ollment t·11 Incre sin ith 
440 Students , " ~ e ton Rpc rd , February 9, 1950 , p. 1. 

School op ned in 1952 with an enrollment of over 400 

for the r·rot ter • The nu~ber is rowin~ every new 



-, -
68 

school y r . 

P• 

The colle e how has a me bership in he ?iss asipp1 
ssociation of Coll ar;es , r'is sissippi /is•ocintion of 

of Junior Colleges , erlcan Association of Junior 
Coll e es, and he outhern P1 t~at A soc ation of 
Colleges and S con ar.·y chool • "1J 

93 ' stor v P.e ,, Op . it ., 9e. 

The rowth of this school fro toth t1c a ial 

and o cad ·c ""tllndpoin morita attention , for one the 

for ot en atitution , itnow holds a rominent place 

n the d nomin tion 1 lif of i~cissippi Baptists . 



CRAPT R V 

RE'TR:)C'P CT AUD ROFIL 

A cursory recapitulation or t he history of Clarke 

College reve ls any factoro ·mich contribute to the 

pro r o of the ochool . l so hav bee.n p r tiolly 

delinent d revi ous chaptoro. However, to co plete 

t he pictur e , de. cr'ptions o is dvantages , r equire

ment , c urr 1culun , buildin"~ ' and lostl , its r li~ious 

and liter r octiviti s should all e i v n . 

The para ount aualificotion for ~ntr nee i nto 

Clarke Colle"e i s ad3 ire and w·llinr,nens to receive 

an ducat on. Yet the school eeks to enlist those 

who e coo bl of bein c net uct vel } t r ined . d

vanta~c r offcre' to tud nts by t he adm~ niGtrktion 

who kee ho xpens e of att ndnnce nt a low minimum. 

In 1910 • it was rnuch lower t han other nei borin schools . 

"The coct of board, includinr.: ro r ant , h at and l irrhts 

u'll 12 .00 per r:::ont or 36,00 per t rm of tw lve 

t eaks"94 v n in 194 7 and 1948 , the cchool only 

94. Catalom e or c ... rke - - - or1al Collo~n , " 1910 . p. 9. 
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charged 79. 00 for a quarter of nine \'leeks . "This in

cl uded the followin~ : atr iculation , act·v·t· s , tuitio~ . 

rned cal fee ; and r om and board . n95 

This low oost of entranc and a tendance as led many 

stud tn to larke Coll • This fact uas a o mown 

tl rough the b llet n and p0 p r of th d no inati 

followin is an xample: 
• The 

r:.her nre lnr e nu bers of our ississip i youn 
people hose prPparatory ~or las not been adequate 
to ~iv the ntrance into ost of our st ndard 
institutions. esides , he expense ·ts lf is fre
quently as rohibitiv propositi on in any of our 
scho ls. 96 

96 Lauderdale Co~ntv Baut·st Ascociatio , 'eptember 
2) , ~1 . !922 , p.13. 

Clarke College has taken care of bot ty a of need . 

Jobs r al30 prove od on the c ar..pus to defray the 

expense or noed) tudents > \1 hile lm. rent cotta -es ar 

likewise va lnble to arr ·ed students . hen, too , 

theso arc au cntod by many enero a ~iftf" sent by the 

atron and frjends of e echool . 

, 
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F~om its b ginning ao a chool , Clar~e Colle o 

ma ntaincd a standard of re ula ion or th nt 

of the tudent body . 0 articular int re t ar o~ of 

th s earl rul s . · hey ar s follows: 

No stud nt \1·11 e allow d to b away frc th c olle e 
aft r dark exceot by · ec1al per mission f ro the 
pren·dant . ~11 ·tudents w 11 b req ired to attend 
Sunday School and reachinr: ~ mday mornin • ail 
for students 11111 b deli v red to tt em at tho c olle~e 
fand the cor respondence of Dll udent s will b left 
to the diocretion of the r culty . 97 

97 Cntalogue of Clnrke #emorial ~ol~e c , 1913-14, 
pp. 1 , 12. 

Other rule overninfl the r e lotionsh p of young men 

and women were often rather s vere . rtNo .oung lady will 

bo per mitued to receive the attention of youn en ex-

ce t by cial po:r iG ion' 98 Boys were included in 

--~~~--~-----------~------~--~--~~~~------

9 Ibid., p. 12. 

similinr "'ules . he f ollo int? is sume of the ntire 

set of rul s: "do what is ri ht . Our up ls are tau ht 

by precept and exampl e their duty to God ~nd to their 

f ellow man; tau~ht nl:ars to e spect the ri h and to 

labor for the w l fare of t heir nc· r; bors . " 99 
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99 .!...iE.. t p . 14 

Even today students must adhe· .. e to a cenerel re u

lation of conduct . he youn~ women are ·overn d by a 

dormitory council responsi le to the an of omen . 

The dutios of the council are to act as a executive 

body and to enforce dora:itory re.,.ulations . 

The boys arc required to adhere to imilar rules . 

J~o student is perm· tted to mar y a urin,,. the school scs-

6ion without per ission of the parents an boLrd of trus

tees . 1.11 stt:dents must be roperl cha cr oned during 

dates . tudy hours and fun houro are to be f ollowod 

:ln dormitories . 

Clarke Colle e is an accreditod junior colle e . 

Hot1ever , students who enter the institution muat ither 

possess fift een unito of ork f rom a stand rd hi b tJchool 

or succcs fully asc s colleg entrance xrunination . 

Only students who hnve reached the age of twenty years 

and have snent a minimum of nine ~eeks in th€secondary 

division ,ay take this test . The fifteen unite ust 

include "t ee units in r-tlish , two units in at he .etics 

and t\10 units in history . " 100 
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100c1arke Colle e Catalo~ue , 1951- 52 , p. 22 . 

The maximum number or units that may be offered •n 

vocational subjects is our . f less than two units is 

offer ed in a for.a· n lancu~Be , dditional ~orK must be 

ta~cn in collor,e . re cred t i s i ven for work amounting 

to l ess t han one- half uni t . 

ftudents \'Jho have done sa isfactor coll r:.e :oi:·k 

in other ccr "bed colle es may b r e ularly accepted 

at Clarke Colle e upon the p es ntoti n of a c rtific te 

of honorable dismissal from the prev :ous school t enaed . 

The f inal crit ria for determin1n the ev[ll uation of 

work done el sewhere in the type of w or the student does 

after transferrine t o Clarke Collcec . 

Clarke Coll ~e operates on t e term plan. The aca

demic year co s vta of f our tcr s of n ne ee a euch . 

?he class s must be e t dail.~ , onda}' throu h Friday . 

The claeo p.riods nor ally run one our (60 minutes) 

in l cneth . The ctudent s re~lrly ust c rry chree t ree

hour courses . Ihe l an nabl es the school to ad~it 

moro student s at d·rrer nt eriod3 of t~~ year . his 
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division Will alao prevent the loss of extr a time due 

to illn s s or other t yp s of unavoidable uittdrawals . 

I t also reduces the nu• ber of couroo. , and thereby 

increases efficiency of both teac ers end otudent a . 

This nlan a s begin in 1944, an has r ece ved tt~ 

approval of t he facult • end ctudent bod • Tuit ion , 

board. health fees and other chnr ge are co"'p ted on 

the basis of nine- week ter s . nraduation co es at t a 

end of the ro~ th nine- week term. 

It must be borne in mind that the wcho l servos a 

con~tit ency t at is lar ely r al . he schoo terri-

tor is pri arily t hat of t ho ent ire s t a te of I~issiseip i . 

Tho back round and n ed of the s tudents are ke t n mi nd 

by th~ school l aders . A survey taken amone 341 r ular 

ly enroll d studento revealed im rtant data concerning 

t.he aronts of t he roup . Their occu ... ational stat us was 

a s follows: 

There are thirt en rofeasional and s mi- r ofes
sional '1orkers , 105 f ar mers and farm ~ana~ors , 
eleven roprietore , mnn "ers , ond 86f'icials , four 
cl erical and kindred ~orkers , seven s 1 smen and 
a leswo~en , twenty- seven crafta e n , for e en und 

i nd cd workers , se en unc ~loyed , and 141 home
makers , and tgcnty-sev n enr,swed in other types 
of work . 101 
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101 "Population Data for the chool Co uni 
vnlt. · · ve r t eria , 1952 , p . 28. 

, 

Further stat st·c~ were rec aled in du~ationul 

oua1·r1cationa of the parents . hese uos ions re 

anaw red dir~ctly by the ct dents and revealed thot the 

rents ·ere lar ely rural, h vin~ had little or no 

opportunity for udult education. The reporto included 

f thera and mothers of approxi ately ono- holf the stu

dent body of February, 1952. 

These subse uent fi urea we e i ven : 

109 parents a ttended but did not complete ale. en
tary schu 1 , 60 completed ele entary chool, 110 
attended but did not oomplete hi h school , three 
attended but did not v.rnduo e from post- secondar 
sc ool, nine com leted a wo- v r coll ~e courca , 
five raduated fro four y ar colie , and thre.G 
lero enaa~ d in rr duate sud • 102 

102 lbid., p . 29 . 

Clarke Colle e ndeavors to m et he nee of .,tu-

dents in li ht or the r own acl~ round as well as thnt 

of parents . For this ur pose , .. he secondary d epa t. ent 

wa inst'tuted as add tio al hel to the colleg derart-

ment . 11 secondary work at Clarke oemorla l olle e is 
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ubject to t he rop:ul tiono of t he tlasiBsippi Hi h 

Dchool Acer ditin Com ssion and th 
.. ~ 

D part cnt of :ducation . nl ~each r s certified by tho 

"iesiseipni State ent 0£ ~ucntion are mploy d 

for a condnry instruction . The condary de art cnt is 

accrodi by t l ssissippi l ieh Scho 1 ccre 1tin 

Co i sion . 

p cial Etudente are often admitte to the ocondary 

de t nt without hi h hool c r dit e . h ym'e pro-

ressively instr cte until ~uc tine ac they y ass a 

col entranc tcDt . OH t e othor hnna , t h y ay do 

four year of high school work nd then nt r h colle e 

de artr.ient . 

A cu er session of th chool is held annuallv , 

and th en t o "hr - week ter of ·ork ar offerod . They 

be in i t h f1r0~ eek of Juno and nd arl in .u ust . 

The cours a are chosen fro. t he eneral catelo~ue and 

nr to ,ht by tho r r;ulor r culty mn 

pee 1 intelli ence and ontal bility tests ar 

ven upon the ntranc of th tudent t o t coll c . 

Tho A. C. • Po c ol cal , T Barrett- yan n~lish , 

and the I o -a i~h chool Content tests are exam les of 

typ 6 uo d . 
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The same type of tests are ven in the oeconda.ry 

division . Other t eta are held for studen~o of t heir 

depart ent who deA.:re o t r y for coller:e cntranc at the 

nd of e ch nine- w ek term. They may also serve in 

plac nt nnd ~ idanco of st dents . 

A system of orientation and p; idance is ca iod 

out by the colle e administration. Aims and thocl s 

are presented to enrollin~ftudents . he Dean' s office 

collects and fi l e ~11 ava la l e nersonal , health, and 

cho aotic infor aio about the t udents . 
... 
n this 

.. 
infor ation , counsel is p.iven the st udents . n a:idi t1on , 

a s tandardized psychol i ocl examination , a instered 

one or ore t i e a year , aids further in guidi n the 

student into snt·aractory cclleee work . 

Amon~ the requirements of Clarke Coller,c ar that 

students rr.ust rnaint-;-in a ., ·n averci~c to remain in t.chool . 

There , too , chapel attenda ce ic coercive , v.hile classes 

mus t be reroularl y et ; and a ll ~excus d absences are 

subject to rade penalti o . 

""'he colleg offer six y ars or \fork to Et.uden e 

without hi i1 scho~l b ck~round . It reaches boys end Rirls 

who arc unable to at end scho l els where . I t not onl y 
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sorves as a preparatory institution for issis-

sip 1 's three Dptist eolle e'"' • but i doe o eculie.r 

work o its a~n . • ~n stu nts who n ver attend any 

other GQhool are · le to find a place in the miniatry 

or o e ot er f · eld of nd avor . 

In i ts curriculu , Clarke Colle·e et the re-

quir ments of th3 tate ducat'on Com.~ission . Its am

bition is o reach as any s .. udents ns po sible with , 

at tho same time , as road and ract~cal prescrib d 

cours of tudy as i s possible. 

Bible an Ro i yious ducation are wo of the c en

tral sub1ects tau ht in the echo l . ~hese include 

cours in Ol d llnd ms T('\stam nt , missionary education , 

church eff' ci ncy , Chri tian doctrino , ho iletics , nd 

cevan ,elinm. 

Clarke offer s a variet.y of other cours s as well . 

mh s include com erco , istory) ome economics, overn

mont , nrrlinh , ,peech , oaniF , at3n , ath atics , 

music , sciences , ond other cour es . 

At the present time , the buildin s and roun s arc 

rcceivin much nttention. The collee,e ca pus is a 

seventy- acre tr ct or land includine level a eas , ills , 
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and valleys. art of the c mpus is woode an is in~ 

tr nsfonnod into park ay . Onthe north oido of the c mpu 

io locate a tr an one- h lf ·ere lake fed by a lar 

nu~ber o natural in a . I addition to th comp1 , 

the c oller.e owns a 160 ere farm . It provides ood 1or 

the colle e and offers c ploy n~ to students d servin" 

and d irin~ to work . 

recent survey y the ~chool !annin Co itt or 
the iasissip 1 ducaation Au ociat· n wac held t Clar 

&lle e . It reported favor bly upon the en ral im-

prove ent cam oi n of the achool . he follow·n a an 

abrid cd account brou ht by the roup : In mak · n this 

report the committee hn3 ~ t in ind the lim t d and 

ncortain financ'al sources of be school and the 

rorres t has ade i the i~ht ears since its reor

aniza ion. nl03 

ssiosion uca-

The buildin s vary in app aronce no sizo . nt 

Hall . the dor~itory for men , is a three- story buildin~ 

of frn and r ck constr ct on. It is tho oldest di-



fico on the caopu • Dl sn arc being ade to r lace it 

with a odern dormitor y of fi r proof desi~n . ?cLaurin 

Hall h ouse~ e women . It is a three- story brick b ui lc.. -

1n or se · - fii· proof construction . It wna for erl y the 

men ' dormitory but was c onverted to its r sent status . 

A o ern or it r for irls is no under conotruction. 

~'3n completcC: , 

wil house 176 

to spprox at l y 

11 ve four "°•i s and 

irls . he cost of b ildin will am u t 

125 ,000.00 . 

The coll e oleo own housin for,~re han forty 

ot dent fam l' s . ~htcn are in the form of sinP.le and 

uplex cotta~os .. he Board of llinisteri 1 d cat on of 

t c Bnpti st. Co vention ovms property ad acent to tho 

campun on which ar s·nsle and du lex tousos rovidin 

li vine; uartc.... for tt ty-two additional fi udent fa .:.li a . 

The a dmintstration buildin~ is the mot i mportant 

structure on the campu • It cont nins thr e storjoo ~~ich 

ar used for classes , l ibrary , and office space. It was 

rected of ick at a cost of 50, 000. 00. and is conside ed 

to be firooroor . The a ctivit oa b ildin"' w o 

complet ed in 1950. It was built of yellow br ick and 

conta ns two stories. Th cost of construction amount d . 
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to approximatley 30 ,000.00 . Thia 101 fi ure was due 

iareely to Che u ar.e of students as labor rs . The build-

. ng in utied both ns 8 inin all md as a place for 

recr ation. 

Tt music tu·ldinr wa erecte· in 1950 at a cost of 

20 ,000. 00. It :l• a wooden str ature composed of two 

separate co:npart nts. . ct oa. e used ai ult neously 

for the ·nstruct on of t de s . he concession bmild

·n..,. was compl t d in 1951 llt a cost of approximately 

2 .000.00. It now conte·ns the off c s o th admin_s

tration , the nrintinP. p eos, tl e bu inecs orr · ce , and 

the conceosi on . ~ udents t s the btt:i.ldinr! lar,,.cly as 

a social centor durin,,. the hours \•hen c lasoes are not 

r!lcetinr- . 

The libra~r is in t e prcczaa of be.i.n" ~ocked with 

additional books . It occupies the main floor or the a dmin-

ictration bt: ildinc . 1 the present time , the library in-

cludes 6 , 200 volumes, includin l,700 olu .ea of' eift 

collections. he colle ;e exceeds the minimum rcquire~ent 

s nt onnually in the library . 

Fro t e bceinning of the school , the faculty and 

st dents of Clar'e Colle~e re~o~nizad the alue of so

cial tr nin~ in the literary field . Therefore , two 



literary or aniz tione , the Platonit=tn and the Delta 

Ka a ~c eti s , wer for d in 1908. In 190 , the 

Aur lian nd uterpian oci ti n, two other literary 

societi s , re or nniz d . hey ere to b the eans 

of tr inin he mind of h tudent . ''i'he purposo of 

the Aur lian .... ociety w s to train youn,., ~n to think 

and to s ea :ell . 104 The Auralian ~ociety end the 

04 !.h2 ~. 1921 , p . 54. 

Platonian .oc'cty are tJtill functionin at Clarke Collee;e 

today . 

he Arc Clu was organized ctn 1946. The t",roup 

hold r ular eatings and per s those int r Gted in 

art to di cuss the su j ct from sever 1 n l a . ber-

ship is o en to all students . 

For years, tudenta and t cult · alik had felt the need 

or a coll newspaper . his n d was caua d by the 

disc nt·nuance several y ars earlior of a ne s per called 

the Clarke --£h.Q.. Therefore , the Clarke Call ias 

be..,un in J946. he eapcr usually arxxs.x carries some alumni 

news , nd d · stri'bution is ade periodic 11 a onCI'. me hers 

of tt e Alumni ssoci~tion . he students rece·ve a copy 



every two weeks . 

In addition , the colle e has such or anizations as 

the Future Teachers of America , the sacred chorur. , and 

!h2. ~· Ench of th se t kes core of and reflects the 

lif of some ae ent of "'tudents on t e campus . 

E ch student is encoura ad to join at least one of 

these tudent or anizati ons, but he may also hold ~e~ber-

ship in others. ch ~roup ust have a faculty me ber 

as aponsoo. Also , its finance must e t rans cted throu h 

the business of fice . 'l'hie precludeo the fornation of 

an new oran~ization without the permissi o of t he col

lege ad 1niatration. 

Clarl,.e Colle e had its inceptio as a religious 

school. .A a such, it as not de rted from the first 

fundamental foun tiona laid in 1908. Christian~ty is 

e hasizea i n o t of tho activi ties of the institution . 

t•o teache is emplo\ed who is net. a Christian . 11 2tu

dente are ur ed to b come Christians and ttond the 

local churches. 

The school serve a wide area in a reli ious way . 

~oat of the ministerial st dents from Clarke College 

pastor rur 1 church o. In the school yaar of 1950- 51 , 



they composed a Lar e rcenta e of t he enroll ed student s. 

"Of the total nrollment of 568 , there were 271 rainis

teriel students i n th1 s instituti on this past seosion , 

more t an in any ot o r col'!e e or uni.ve s1ty of the 

uth . 105 

105 'Educati on Co ittee port , " 
ter1a , 1952. 

- ---------
The :dea of eli~ious service hos b n corried out 

by th teachin s of facult y m bcrs . It is written in 

every ublication . It hae b n summed up in t he ollow

inr tat ent : 

p . 9. 

First , we endeavor to crea·t e an tmosphere that is 
friendly to the d evclopJnent or Chri etian charact ers . 
eecond , in our clao. room("l the Bibl 1 which is the 
t extbook of Chr istianity . :s i'Ully ~nd frankly 
tau '.t . 106 

106 
Cata!or-uc ollc~c , 1920- 21 , 

Every ornin~ before tla~~es are b 5un , 'he students 

hold " "ornin atch'" . This is the early rayer eetin • 

All Gtudent3 are ur~e to attend . in ing , t e tim nies , 

and prayers are offered during this t\-.ent l ciinute period 

of r eli ious dcrotion . 
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At noon , o prayer etin · i s h l d in the cGnt r of 

th campus. 1 u e c ircle is !' o:nmed , and . tudents hold 

hands whil ainr.1nE and rayin • 1hi s is under the aur.

pices of the Baptist tudent un·on . a campus organizat i on. 

The Baptist t udent nion is th for ost and ost 

important er anization 011 'larke College campus. I t is 

t e voluntary r li iouo activity or '"ptll>t s t udents . 

It center around th church. 

Thus , it i s the conn ct i n ,.,. link between the campus 
ond the church . embArship in the l ocal aptist 
church , i ts unday Sebo 1 , or Trninin~ nion , or 
any • S . U. unit organization on th campus means 
m mb rship in the Baptist Student nion . 107 

Furthermore > this organizat:. ion coord · nat, the r .... l i 

gious activity on the c ampuo an· points th studunts 

toward he local church . 

In addition to occasional confe ences , special weeks 
of emphasis , and cocial ~ t herin s , it ror.iotes t• 
morni n ~atch , a widely a t tended t enty min te dore
tional ~eri od e l d each school morninr, before clan·; 
ti e. lOo 

lOS Ib· a . 
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oat of the work of the Baptist tudent un·on is 

done throu h unit organizations . Th foll n are 
-units of this central or anization: ·inistori 1 A~ oci-

ation , eacon l"isaion and , Y0 ung o n's Auxil ... ary , 

Reli ioue ducation ssociation , o, an's ~1ssionary 

roc~ety , and sev ral other roups. 

Through the co~bined efforts of the Baptist Student 
Union and the r"ini terial Associat:lon of Clarke 
Col lo e ,. our evan listic efforts have romi int.o a 
far reachin~ pro am that is touchin~ th lives of 
many hriotians and non- l ri t:ians tr•rou ,hout this 
section . 109 

l09 'Clarke College van~elistic fforts ," !h!! B~o
~ Record , ·ov bar 2S , 1940 , p . 13 . 

The school now njoys the support or the state 

convention . recent letter of re ort ~a sent to 

• • nr enc , pre ident , s tatin the proportion of the 

fund larkc olle~e as to eceive from the general 

ducational fund . 1hc letter wan a~ follows: 

The ist·issippi B1?ptist Convention has been nup
portin the \10rk of larke Colle e to the extent 
of 19. 5 percent of st.a ewidc Christ ian e uc ti.on 
fundn over a porio 0£ the ast few y ars . It is 
expected thot the convention 1ill contin e this 
roportionate sup ort th little if en c. nfie 

in the for~eeable futu re . 110 

110 
Latter from ur~er Hewitt to 

pril 4, 1952. 
• • reene , 
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Nevertheless , tho c ollee is in great need of sub-

st antial endowment . 

r eeatine less than 

It has only a minimum amounr a -

10 ,000. 00 in this fund . ,fforts 

aro being made to accelerate this ove~ent . ut the 

fact that the state convention voted i n its last sesEion 

to r move oll workers from soliciting oncy in the 

fiel~ , xcept for endowment , will adv r sely aff ct this 

aim. runde that could b used for endolr~ent ust be 

uoed for oper ting xpens s . 

Despite these factors , Clarke Colleg t.as s~veral 

positive factors in its favor . The present increase 

in enrollment assures the ab~ding i nterest of the 

people of the state . 1he construction of .ore buildi~~s 

s e s to giv the scho 1 n decree of pcrnmn ncy . The 

cver- ·ncr asing nu ber of eraduate~ out in the field 

eatherv m eh oddit~onal support . 

fl do attment of public relations , under the direction 

of O. P. l o re . forraer pastor of t he oorhead , ississippi , 

Baptist Church , ha been orgoniz d . Aosiat~ng him is a 

st ff of three wor kero . The duties of this group include 

the solicitation of rtudents, the education of the public 

through liter ature e nd o::>nferences held at various churches , 

and the seeking of endowment funds rom roc:-pective donors 

throup,hout tho stste. 
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"Cl rke e rial Cc.;ll•£9' o !h!. rev.ton Recor4, 
Dece ber 'Zl, 1908, p. 1 . 
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'Ille v ent tc build great e lnwtioral ctk;ol in 
east llissie p 1 has been talked 1·c;r some time by the 
&.p tis ts of t he st te tc par-;etuate tt~ rre::-ory cf t tie l nte 
Rev . N. L. Clar ke , 100 died Septe.'II er ll, 1906, nd to be 
an i ns r tion to the fu turc manhocd W1d wc.r anlu......d or 
e st lssis ippi. Resulutions ere passed last ~pte!I:ber 
by the D:if Sprinp Baptist Aas ci Uon asking the aeveral 
a ssoC"1at1ons t tcke ~er1n1te otep!J to ard !urther1n the 
c use , ich s en1.l1usiaoticnl.ly done. •e ton enerousl7 
ofter 351000, tree wcter for fl ve yeure, t.l f ty scho-
larships f(.)r on year, c.nd f1;.rt;r cres t 1 rd , to secure 
th! uchcol . Reiv. s . u . C•1lpe r e put in th1!5 field 
to eecu1~ tu ther subscrirtions and ha rr.et th unquali-
fied nuccess . r . Culpo • r :ls • moirt. e nt us i stio 1'0r.Ker 
and baa his heart in t l'D cause; he has n:any .friends ho 

f e el pr"ud or his x.rk lllld pr e.:Hct a e t futur• fur him. 
•e ton has fcur c urche 1th l aree r-e.:bership . 

The a aro two 'issi nnr:v B ptiot churche5 , l'ne sbyter1on, 
and ono ethod st . 

The H Central Baptist Chw-ch, ich ia bu.l:t c1.1. -
pleted, i a om o! tm hand ost edifices i n the stat.e, 
made of preoced brick and mvdelled 1.n the !>tate ., i n t.l a 
rr.o~t pl.eaGin r.-.a nner. The church cc t 10, 000 nnd hos 
a large reer:bership. 



97 

DIX B 

x o stu nt will b allow d to be away from the col-
l e fter dark exc pt by ial p rmissian tro the 
pros d nt . 

chool 11 stud nt w·11 be r quired to att nd unda 
and pro chi~ .undoy orning . 

il for tudents w 11 b d livered to the- at tho 
coll e , nd tho corr n nces of nll stude ts ill be 
left to th discretion of the 1hculty . 

All ma · 1 ust paso throup;h t c t ands of come c£ tho 
tac lty . 

o youn lady ill bo permitted to rec ive th atten
tion of youn~ men exc pt by s ocial rmmssion . 

All associations ith yo n ladi a 1 forbidden to 
youn~ n except unde nnn con it1on a th pr c din~ . 

o boy 1 11 be allow d to vi it in to xcept by 
p rmisaio of tho pr sid nt . 

o rl 11 e llowe to visit in to n xc pt by 
sp ciol pcrm1 ion from er p r nts and t culty . nd th n 
sh 1 ill be a cco .... p n ed by on of th f culty . 

o stud nt \ 11 b allo\1od to l ve hi room d r1n 
study hours without ermission . 

All stud nt w·11 b re uired to 
in ~ood ord r . 

h ir rooms 

o student ust readan tlin durin study hours 
xc pt wh t 1 pre er b d by a teacher . 

o s udcnt will b allow d to chnn~o roo s tlout 
the c ns nt of the teacher in charr. • 

~mok1 r, ·n or about bh buildin~s or on th cam u , 
or in ublic pl c s ill not be tol rat d . 

o stud nt <11 b ~ ven er i ion to vioit ho e or 
la her ithout r q st from r nts or ar i n ir ct 

to e · b r of th faculty . 

Colle 
morito . 

nalty for f olatin any rule or r ul tion of tho 
'ill e fixed by tho faculty at from l to 25 e-

The abov rul e may be odifjed, or other rul s rnoy 
b add d t the d scretion of t f culty . 

ny otudent r ceivin~ 25 e erits d rin the aeseion 
will b ex elled fro cho 1 . 



APP 'D E 

"College eet1J1i:, 'I _ ., tut rec r d , 
April 10, 1924, P• 5. 

R s 1 'l'I'Tl PA~si'! ....! mr ·a _ !!filL F.TF'l TTO 
.£:..: c ~ l pr.p, 

At a mass meoting hold nere a f e nigt ts since, 
t he f "ll\J i nc reu lution ere pasoo s 

horeao, t~o I r or i rusto s of Clar e ~rial 
Colle c.;f e~ton, . i saioaip , has communicated t;.i t his 
r eeting a l etter .1':1 t he Education Comc:d:.saion of t 
Baptist Corwention in r r d to the propoa11.i"'' of the 
ne edd.nistration building at the colle e in e .ton, 

atd.asip 11 ond 
ihcreae, aaid lot.ter called :for on expr sion f rom 

the pe ... le of e\'11.on as t.u 1et r said c lle o as anted 
by the to n of ewtcn, d, 

harens, the people or ton, represented by- n 
l r o nw;ber cf its busi es seen end pro!esaio l n , 
h:ivo sse blod in a Jt88ting to eha\'I their ap"".·ect • l:.ion 
ot the c llege and Cvnve;r tc tb) UC tion Cc:r~3"1.0n 
their deoir thvt the c (Jllo e rec:i.ain t. f'cmton, 

ow, t herefore, be it r es\,llved by t peoplo of 
Newt""' i n mass meetin aase 1nbled, t~t it i s the iDh 
01xl de~ire of the tA:.wi ot 'er.ton that Clarke :wriol 
Colle~e be kept. t e t.on, the birthp ce f the id 
c lle e , here it s ori nated ,..ho e a ll tho people 
have a k en desire to s e it :succ eu; .nnd 

Be it tu ther rea lvcd, t he tn 0?"..1er t o ! elp the 
Colle ge CC d , ho people uf 9 •W a her eby pledf,8 thea:
sel ves to all in their or t o uphold tho Doaru or Trus
tees oro t 0 pre i der.t or tte c lle • in sll their under
t aki ~ ith re rd to i d coll ee end they will , to t he 
extent t t they .ire financially able to do, undex·t uke 
so.:• of tte fin~cinl b r dens of t l'.e colle e ae t hey have 
in ti days gen p at . 

Ee 1t furt her re 1 ed t hat a cw of t hese reeclu
ti.one be sent to t he Educ tion Cocimioaicn or the Baptist 
Cunver.tion Old to the Tr~stees cf Clarke ~rial Colle e . 

J . L. Byrd- ---- ccmaJ..t.tee 
• D. tc e 

T. A. Baucu.: 
c. E. sUir.:. er 



APPElIDIX F 

"Baptiet Ccnventicn Votes Clarke Clo e , ., !!!! 
t~2,1ton cc:rd , :ovember 20, 1930, p . 1 . 

I DF.RTED'WS 

he Mississippi State Baptist Ccnv ntiun in e osion 
t Gter Volley vote loto edt day to discontinue Clarke 

College ~ t e .ton, Tihidt hes be n operating ctt a junior 
colloce under the auspice or t t den nat.i on for t ent1-
t yo ~a . The reas1,,;n given for auch &i.ction is t the 
denominatiun 1 not abl :fiu.ancinlly to euppor t. e i:-.an;y 
ech ... ole , and t. t their C>tha t hree in titutions, iseis
aippi Collece t Clibtcn, lllue ountair. C llege nt Blue 
ount.ain, nd o n ' o C lle t Hatiesbt: 1· , oper ting •• 

atande.rd c lle ea furn! h a:ie uate recilitie~ tor th 
denoroinati 1..n l needs . r cwr ae ' the people or ·e ~ton 

nd Udo ection r uet ttat such ction in to -e t ken, wt 
t~e7 ust :. ~ld t.c the ished or th de ticn i n the 

tter, oince t.hc it or uupPprt ~t the insti tution et 
cu .c :from t. eir eduoction commie ion. The tullo in r eport 

es f rom t.he site ot t"'o CJnventi on: 
ter Valley, ·ov . 17- ·1ri·.n or n tes on fuur 

&pti9t colleges thro flc.. t.in r 8 bord i ssue of 
32&,000 \as vot by pr.Jcticnlly unanimous c cn ont of 

t he etat BaPti st conventicn re tcnie ht th tho esaerr..
bly then 1 nc ng into a loop, diocussion t,;n the p:ro oaed 
unified bo rd ur t. rusteeo tor the three tan::!ard colle e • 

D scont ' nunnce of Clorl<e e orial Collece t 'av.t on 
was approved 1 te tc day by i- Mia asippi <aptist State 
Convention in ~ ss on tere . 

Closure of the school f llow a siJ:niliar move Bbcut 
yecr ago hich later as rescinded and the school r e

opened . T1.1day ' e nctions leave the date of closing the 
schcol with the education cc.:: :risaicn cf t."le o .. mbenti on. 

"en tor • u. Taylor of J ckson, sou ht to aav th 
sch cl h he u ed thnt t he rec c. .. eoos t.1.ai of the educ -
tion commi:ssion be defeated . ,. rocord v t e s t en on 
tl'e orir;l.nal roe er..dntion fer ~-c ntinu n e after the 
Taylor substitute as efeated 162 t 139. 



APPENDIX I 

Ag an enc1 or the eaieaippi ptist Conv ntion, 
nnd in occor nee with o r phi losop}\y, Clarke oriel 
College seeks : 

l. To ofter etardar.i eecundary nd ju or c llage op or
tunities; 

2. To emphasize prep ration for t h !nist17 nd ether 
churc - rel ted vocatio~s: 

3. To of~ r etudies un er Chri ti n tecc r s of . ptist 
r 1th; 

4 . To ma1 :tain stl'l.ir norel nd reli~ uo c pua t.0~9-
phere , th t will c. ntinue thrcu(;h the student ' life
time; 

5 . To aid i the evelo ent in eacl1 tu dent of D w 11-
btil.anced reC111ality; 

6 . Tc ext.end special ccnsider tion to s tu.dents bov the 
aver a ho seriously e k eduCDtion; 

7 . To corry to .ll!'d n w r of disc\>very nd encour ge-
mont of rth7 men and n ho hav net c..Jnsi ered 
etttn~ cclleg educ tion; 

8 . o pr vide a pro(r J:ic er nt.al he!llth and physic 1 
ell-being; and 

9. T provide the ab~vc ppportun1t•es ut the lv est cost 
Cl.inaiotent ith e:;.rn!'art. r.r1d efficiency. 


